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ERHAPS there is not a truer Obſerva- 

tion in the Courſe of human Affairs, 
than that of the beſt of Men, meeting with 
the worſt of Treatment. The North Ame- 
rican Coloniſts, who have turned a Wilder- 
neſs into one of the fineſt Countries in the 
World, without any Expence to great 
Britain, till the Reduction of Louisbourg 
1745, verify this obſervation; they have been, 
and now are, more e and infinite- 
ly more valuable to the Mother Country, 
tha the Weſt India Colonies ever were, 


0's: or: 


„ 

or is in the Power of Art and Nature to make 
them, yet have the Northern Colonies, 
for more than thirty Years been deprived 
of the Benefits of their natural Produce by 
Sea and Land, their Fifh, Lumber, &c. &c. 
&c. purchaſed with the Blood and Treaſure 
of their Anceſtors, of whom, and of whoſe 
Deſcendants it may with Truth be ſaid, 
what with Wars with: the Indians before, 
and fince the French got among them, to- 
gether with the Stratagems of their own 
degenerate Countrymen, the New - En- 
gland Governments have hardly taſted the 
Sweets of Peace ſince they firſt landed on 
the Savage wilds of America; which, tho' 
fairly purchaſed of the Natives, they could not 
enjoy before they had ſubdued ſeven Nations. 
Theſe Governments, though at a thouſand 
Leagues diſtance, in the Wreck of Charters 
in Charles the Setond's Reign, loſt their's, 
notwithſtanding it was all they had received 
from de Mother Country, for all their 
Expence of Labour, Blood and Money, and 

zagh anether Chatter was granted by 
King Williams and Queen Mary, it is ſcarce 
the Shadow of the Firſt. At length a Scheme 
that had been long plotted againſt their 
Charter, was fortunately fruſtrated in 1721 
by the indefatigabls Pains of the ever to he 
admired Mr Dummer, their then Agent zinthe | 
year 7722, Oovemer Shuto, left the Maſi _ 
2 2 N A | et 


ſets in a Miff, after he had informed the 
Board of Trade, that the Inhabitants in 
% ſome Part of the Province worked up 
« their Wool, and Flax, and made coarſe 
« Sort for their own Uſe : ; that they alſo 
« Manufactured great Part of their Leather, 
ce that there were alſoHattersintheMaritime 
« Towns ; and that Six Iron Furnaces, and 
6 Nineteen Forges were ſet up for making 
« Tron. .In1730, Colonel Dunbarr, inform 
ed them of making and exporting Hatts, 
«© and that it was with the greateſt Diffi- 
5© culty he was able to procure true Infor- 
«© mation of the Trade, and Manufactures 
«© of New-Englan This, he ſays will 
« appear Extraordinary, when we acquaint 
« your Lordſhips, that the Aſſembly of the 
*« Maſſuchuſets B 75 bad the Boldneſs to ſummon 
e Mr — unbar Deputy Surveyor of 
t the, Yan before them, — paſi a ſevere 
«« Cenſure upon im for having iven evidence 
at the Ba- the Houſe of Commons with 
«© Reſpet to the Trade and mer art of 
* Wy Province? * If theſe Informations from 
Governor Shute, and Colonel Dunbar, had 
not been inſerted; in the Publick Papers ſo 
late as November 1764, neither the Infor- 
mers, nor the Weavers, would have been 
here mentioned; but, as it is as eaſy to 
ſhew their inſignifcancy, as it is to wink at 


the Quarter they came from, it is admitted, 
that 


(69 


that the poor Inhabitants: from the firſt. 
Settlement of New-England have through. 
Neceffity been obliged to cloath themſelves 
with a . Coarſe. Sort fof, home ſpun Manu-, 
facture, or go naked. Hatters, there then, 


were, and now are; and yet the daily ex- 
v orts of vaſt Quantities of 1 80 from this 
ngdom to the Northern Colonies, e 
that the Coloniſts do not make enough to 
ce The Twenty Five Iron 

F TUrnaces, an Forges, complained of in a 
171 95 were . ee to do le 5 Num- 


ſupply the 


ber in the Year 1751. Perhaps chere may 
be an Adminiſtrator, and one or two more 
in the Kingdom, of wrong headed Expe- 
rience, that in order to curb the Colonies, 
who: might predict the Formation of ſome 
dreadful Oriſis againſt the Mother Coun- 
try, though ſhe. ſhould be. fully ſupplied 
with Iron. from the Colonies, in return for 
Britiſh Manpfactures conſumed by them; 
and, that it might be better for Great Bri- 
tain to continue to pay immenſe Sums an- 
in Caſh. to F oreigners for What 
Fs they Might continue to 0 ede 
The Story of Mr Jers 
not he Painted. i in beuer Co olours than it is 
Mr Otis in his Proof'of the Rights of the 
| olonies, . Page 54. cc The ſcandalous Me- 
© morials and rc e that have been 


* LIPS ig. Days of . Fabel 


cooket 


unbar can- 


$1386 
= 3 


TT 

„ cooked up in anTpquiſitorial Manner, By 
1 Perſons of bad Minds, and wicked Views,” 
ſent from America to the ſeveral Boards, but 
Inſignificant as theſe pretty Stories are, or 
be thought, they evidently ſhew the extreme 
Danger of Power being 6 
of ſuch People, as have riſen to high Life, 
from à low Station,” 
In the Year 1731, the, Sugar Coloni 
eombined together, and petitioned the 
Throne, againſt the pernicious Trade, (ſuch 
was their good natured Appellation) carried 
on from the Britiſh Northern Colonies, to 
the Dutch and French Colonies, praying, 
that the Importation of foreign Rum, Sugar, 
and *Molaſſes ; might not be permitted in the Co- 

lonies, or, that the Sugar Tflands might have 

the like Advantages in'thofe Branches of Com- 

merce, with the Subjects of Foreign Power. 

Accordingly a Bill was twice brought into f 
the Houſe of Commons, twice paffed; and 
was as often rejected by the Houls of Lords. 

The Iſlanders gave it up, as they pretended; 

their Stratagem' ſucceeded ; the Agents for 

the Northern Colonies did not attend the 

Houſe of Lords. The Bill was brought 

in the third Time, and paſſed both Houſes, 

when many of the leading Members were 

gone to their Country Seats 

In the Year 1764, a Pamphlet, entitled 

the Adminiſtration of the Colonies, was 


. 
— 


E141 


(8Y 

g 4 Tory forall NN & them 
Id at the et his Pamph- 
„is . lz . to ee 
uties that were laſt Year laid on the Trade 
of the Colonies,. though it is well known 
they have from their firſt Settlement taxed 
20 for che civil and military Support 
"of Government. The Officers of the Cuſ- 
tems, and Suryeyors of the Woods excepted, 
they being paid by the Crown — The Ne- 
tice given t the Government of Mafſachuſets 
by their Agent, touching the intended Tax- 

ation, ſeems to have been deſignedly diſ- 
regared, till it was too late to remonſtrats 
"againſt the Prejudice that ſuch Duties 
would be to the Trade of the Coloniſt, and 
of the Mother Country. 

In December laſt, ſoon after the Proof 
of the Rights of che Colonies by James 
Otis, Eſqʒ was reprinted and publiſhed here, 
a new Jet of Cuſtomers were obſerved to 
attend the Coffee Houſes connected with 
the Colonies; when any thing was men- 
tioned relative to them, or the above 
Pamphlets—they cautiouſly condemned, or 

roved one or the other Mr Otis, they 
faid, had afferted many, and pointed out but 
few. Miſtakes in the Adminiſtration of the 
Colonies: Mr Otis was a ſenfible zealous Ad- 1 
vocate · Some good Thoughts he has allowed 
the Adminiſtrator, though he agrees but one | 
Theſe new Cuſtomers, affect © to be greatly 


concerned for che Diſtreſs of the Colonies, 
that ä 
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that a Union with the Mother Country 
would help them that the Adminiſtration 
of the Colonies repreſent the Coloniſts de- 


ſerving of every Favour, and juſtly entileg 


to all the Privileges they enjoy, that, if the 
Author has now and then introduced a Spark 
of reſentment, perhaps he may have been 


ſowered by ſome of the Coloniſts—that 


Paſſion too often prevails againſt Reaſon 


that all muſt allow his Exhihition to he a 


Work of much Study and Application, if 
the Author has been a Governor, it is pro- 
bable he means to ſhew his Importance and 
obtain another Appointment — the ſame 
Perſon in a Rage Anathematizes him, for an 
odious time- ſerving, jeſuitical Incendiary, 


| that his Exhibition of the Colonies, conſiſts 
of as many Suggeſtions, Allegations, Inter- 


rogations, and Repetitions, - as a Bill in 
Chancery—that the moſt arrant new Light 
in the Kingdom would have been aſhamed 
of ſuch a prophetical enthufiaſtic Scrole— 
that he has ſpoke favourably of the Merit 
and Loyalty of the Coloniſts, to conceal his 
Views; which manifeſtly tend to abridge, 
or ruin their Conſtitution, &c. Wherefore 
that the unwary may be guarded againſt 
the Subtilty of theſe Reptiles—That Men 
of Buſineſs, &c. may give the Attention 
that the Importance of the Subject deſerves, 
and that they may examine the Arguments 

on 


( 10 ) 
on both Sides---the ftriking Parts in the 
Adminiſtration of the Colonies, The Proofs 
of their Rights, by Mr Otis, and the De- 
fence of their Charters, by Mr Dummer: 
are here collected and brought into a na- 
Tow Compaſs, that the Reader may without 
too great an Expence of time, diſcern the 

_ unfavourable Symptoms and bad Tendency 
pf the Innovations propoſed by the unknown 
Adminiſtraion of the Colonies. 
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BRITISH COLONIES 


os 
* 


For Forms of Government let Fools conteſt, 
Wbate er is beſt adminiſter d isbeſt. Por x. 


T FAVING carefully and candidly ex- 
1 amined the Adminiſtration of the 
Colonies by comparing one Thing with ano- 
ther, and the whole together, with Mr 
Dummer's Defence of the New England 
Charters, printed in the Year 1721, and 
Rights of the | Britiſh Colonies 1764, by 
F Mr. Otis, (both in oppoſition to the new Doc- 
tines of the Adminiſtrator) it ſeems to be 
= E- 


{ ( 12 )* 
tremely evident, if he had been, as he de- 
clares himſelf to be, thoroughly ſenſible of 

he Danger of Innovation (though he might 
Hat Rave ſhown fuch Depth of Ervditicn) 
mheht have avoided Perplexities, and 
more clearly ſhown the Benefits, and Im- 
portance of the Colonies, . upon their con- 
ſtitutional Rights and Privileges, (ſee 2d 
Sheet) as pointing out ſuch ——.— 
8 might he = neceflagy to 2 
order to erte [their — Naviga 
and Fiſheries, he — to have — 2 | 


Plans, as are maſt dikely;to promote the 
| of Hemp, Flax, Pot Aſh, Deal, 


"various other valuable Staples, which 
45 n not interfere” with thofe of the Mo- 
ther Country -which ſhe might pay the 
Coloniſt fot with che Britiſh Manufactures 
inſtead of Caſh that ſhe now. pays to Fo- 
reigners for theſe Articles. Such a Plan 
would hivo'been-of infinite more, Concern. 
than Prophecy, Prediction, or A prebenfipn 
of a Criſis which is not in the Power of bu- 


mas Hitſuem- in oppoſe ! LI on, ſuch an Hy 
e com it ſignify — mark the 4 
State '' of - things (A. 775 95 Rs, is nut 
in the: Power of human ee How 
than is it poſſible wit A 2 pernatural 
- Aſiftance, for the greateſt Man 8 tg. 
be duly poſſeſſed, zag actuated by the Cri- 


* n (P- ay it Oo: be en 


WW vi 
* 


"(ps V 
this is 2 Point above the Ren of common 
Men, and many other Doctrines there are 
in the Adminiſtrators Exhibition, as abſtruſe, 
and hard to reconcile | That the Reader 
may more eaſily diſcern them, ſuch as are 
moſt material are here inſerted. Page 7, 
Adminiſtrator begs leave. to be diſtinctly 
underſtood, that ngtwithſtanding it be = 
“ fundamental Maxim and Law in every 
Kingdom and State, that the Trade of its 
«. reſpective Colonies ſhould be conſined 
<< folely to the Intercourſe and Commerce 
« of. the Mother Country, Such is the 
State, and ſuch are the Circumſtances of theſe 
<«. Colonies univerſally, that without an abſolute, 
© and intire Injrattion of this Principal, they 
s would have neither any Trade, nor even Stub. 
” Fftance! though this is the real State of the 
= Colonies, yet the Adminiſtrator with an 
Exceſs of good Nature turns Informer againſt 
2 Trade that had been carried on from the 
Colonies in Time of War, directly contrary 
to theſe Maxims; (the Monti Chriſti, is ſup- 
poſed to be meant) though ſeveral judg- 
ments have been given upon Appeal, at the 
Cockpit, in Favour of it. To enable the 
< Britiſh Nations to profit by theſe Circum- 
5 ſtances (p. 19) it is neceſſary, ſays the 
4 Adminiſtrator, that the Adminiſtration 
_ © form itſelf at Home into ſuch Eſtabliſh- 
© ment tor the Direction af their Intereſts, 


" and 


Cy) 
4 und Powers, as may lead them in their 
<<:-naturaE Channel under due Connections 
e with the Government, to the utmoſt 
they are capable of producing | towards 
this grand Point (if by this Point is meant 
tbe Intereſt f the Mother” Country, there ts 
burdly aColonft that will not fay Amen to ii but 
of Plans that are vain and deluſive, the 
hope whatever Department the general 
Direction may be under, ſuch will not be 
«© purſued by-'thoſe who ite to diſcuſs and 
e regulate "the great Atlantick American 
Trade, and whenever it is thought pro- 
t Per, it ĩs hoped it will not be is the” Ad- 
miniſtrator ſays) it muſt be Sovereign and 
oY Stpreme as to every Thing relating 70 it, 
(a Doctrine this as ſimular as it may be to 
Provinciab Mandates, and the whole Tenor 
of tlieſe Prophetick PrediRions---and pleaſ- 
ing as it may be to the grand Turk and 
the French King - it: muſt, and it is to .be 
hoped ever will, be abhorrent to the 
of Free born Subjects, ' whoſe Duty oli 
to lead them to obtain, as the Adminiſtrator 
has juſtly adviſed a thorough Knowledge 
«of tbe State of Manufactus ec, Fiſheries, 
$6 cuEmployment of the" Poor," promoting the La- 
1% bour and Riches of the Commtry.; by by ſbing 
40 and adviſing every Advantage that can 
made of euer Event which ariſes in com- 
bh vil Politics, every- Hemd) ly which"can, 
mt | * 


({ 196): 
„ remove any Defect, or Obirution officially 
f prepare every Provifion or Revijion ne. 
2 <+ ceſſary.in the Laws of Trade fon the Confi- 
„ deration of Parliament, and to be the Con- 
ducter of ſuch through the neceſſary Meaſures, 
*© is certainly an Office of State, if the Secre- 
04 tary of State. ſo called is (p. 18). This Se- 


= 


* 


cretary of State is ſix different ways re- 


preſented, which if the Honour of his Plan, 
had not been given to Lord Summers, there 
is nota Reader of it could have heſitated a 
Moment about the Fitneſs of the Adminiſtra- 
tor for, this important Department that 
leads to Suppoſitions, Repetitions, Reports, 
Inſtructions, who are to receive, and iſſue 
Orders; what ought to be, and what ſome 
time or other muſt be done; for till an 
Officer ſor this Department, with all the 
«© Powers neceſſary thereto is appointed; 
F* the People of the Colonies abo know their 
% Bufineſs much better than «ve do, awill never 
believe the Gcevernment in earneſt about 
* them (21). Knowing therefore that 


< 


* 


e- 


L 


Ka) 


Q 


cc 


Service will require this Appointment, 
after repeated Suppoſitions that ſome time or 
other Matters will be. ſettled according to 


his amazing Forefight — he - reſolves to 


proceed confining | himſelf ſolely to the 
Matters of the Colonies to Review ſome 


Points that deſerve, and will require the 


Confideration of Government. New Objects 
of 


firſt or laſt the Nature of the King's 


24 
W o . 
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Produce and Manufactures, to open new 
hannels of Commerce, for the Eaſe and 
Affluence of her Colonies, who have been, 
now ate, and ever wiſh to continue, labour- 
ing under, and for the Mother Country, 
where all their external Proſit center-— This 
is an Iatereſt dear to her, and as the Admi- 
niſtrator ſays, an Object that deſerves the 
beſt Care and Attention of Government; 
happy would it have been for the poor Co- 
loniſts, if this had been the real Sentiments 
of the Author of the Adminiſtration of the 
Colonies, then it would not have been 
loaded with Duties, and perplexed wich 
uch predicted Mazes as is therein contained 
—which are as hard to unravel as it is to 
perſuade Mankind they were wrote with 
an Intention to promote the Welfare of the 
Britiſh Empire, if it had been ſo, as the 
| Author. agrees with Mr. Dummer, he would 
__ have ſormed his Plan purfuant- to His 
Thoughis, (p. 68.) viz. the only In- 
_ $*, tereſt of the People of the Colonies, is 
e to thriye and flouriſh: in their Trade, 
40 which is the true Intereſt of the Crown 
£ Tn and Nation ; daran the N Nr 
« Mr. —— Argument is, that the 
es Benefit which Great Britain receives ſrom 
E the Plantations, ariſes from their Com- 
8 {NCTE and A gd ey yl the 
2 WA) — * Bal- 


n 

na will be: 2 ſoz: — 
meceſſary Charge x pence Hu 
Nase deded ed, i Ns ghily 
derſſaund the Bene fits and w 
Welfare of the Colonies - 
miniſtrator! ſays. . it: has often — cette 
chat care ſhould be taken inthe Adminiſtta- 
tion of the Plantations, leaſt in ſore, future 
Time theſe Cologies: ſhquld become inder 
pendentwf the Mother Connery: Fur, Fer- 
Haps it may be proper gn this Occaſion: nay 
* is Juſtice to ſay, it, thut 5 G becoming In- 

« dependent 15 meant a Repolt, nuſba 66 further 
beer Thoughts, 


40 From 7 heir Nature, their Iutereſt;t 
_ *etben\ifog"\ Defettion. from be Allianas of the 
% Marber Country be fuggeſbed; it cughe in bes 
and adn truſy be» Jard: that their, Spirit abbors 


*:the Senje of / ab, their Attachment. to.the —— 


«6, — Stec cefhion in the Honſe of 1 


euer eee, and nothingcaneradicate 


from their Hearts their natural almoſt mecba- 
1 * nithl Aﬀettion to Great Britain, ubiab they 
„ conceive: under no other Fenſe, nor call by any 

e other: Name than that bende Safer 
<< ;of the Merchants comſiſling in their 2 — 
„ with:thaſe, of Great Britain (page 26). ele 
Liberty and Religion of the Coloni ſis incom pa- 
20 tible with French, or Spaniſh Government, 
56 and their Knowledge. that neither. the. Hope 
, Liberty, or ProteFtion can. be. enpefted 
x66 nder the Dutch--no.Circumftances of Trade 
1 N : C wi C ould 


5 
} 


Bike, 


86 could tempt them thus to certain Nuin 
* Any ſuch Suggeſtion therefore is ſalſe, and an 
1 nj *Aſperfion on 2 Princi 


This being the general and real Character 
of the North Americans- the Reader is in- 
treated maturely to confider the ſubfequent 
Suggeſtion; and reconcile them if he can 
% with the Adminiſtrator, 'viz. Yet again 
re on the other band, while they remain under 
<<. the Support and Prote&#ion of the'Governor 
% f the Mother Cuuntry, while they'profit 

= © "the" benefteral Part 2 — 11 8 white th, 

'**. Attachment to the preſent Royal Family flands 
firm, und their indent N be Mother 


% Country it inviolable. It may be worth 


*hile to inquire whether they may not be- 
e οe and ac independent of the Govern- 
. ment and Laws of the Mother Country- 


et And if any ſuch Symptoms maybe found ei- 


«ther in their Government, Courts or Trade, 
0 perhaps; it may be thought high time, even 
t now to enquire how. far theie Colonies are 
T or arent arrived; at this time, at an Inde- 


«« pendeney of the Government of the Mo- 


te ther Country: y And if any Meaſuire of 
ſuch Tridependency formed upon Precedents 
e "unknown to the Government of the Mother 
4 Country wits found tobe ſo weak, or diſtracted 


= at bee or N 7 engaged abrond in 


«© Europe, 


rand Af. 
© feftion; and can ariſe from nothing but an 
intire Tenorance of | their Circumſtances.” 


(a9) 


Europe, as not to be able; to attend to, and 
A lſſert its Rights. in America awith its own 
<< People,” in this inſidious Manner the 
Adminiſtrator. proceeds from Suggeſtion, 
to Suggeſtion of What may happen and 
what muſt, concluding the Preſent to be 
the only Time for a Reviſal or Reverſion 
of Charters, and turning the Colonies 
topſy turvy, there being, ſays the Admi- 
niſtrator, uo doubt in the Theory of our Con- 
% ſtitution of the King's right in time of War 
and array, to exerciſe martial Law; and yet 
in Practice it bas been found right(and could 
not otherwiſe be permitted) that this mar- 
tial Law ſhould be confirmed by Parliument 
| (p. | 30.) In anſwer to this Turkiſn Barba- 
rian Doctrine, Mr Otis in his Proofs of the 
Rights of the Britiſh Colonies, p. 75, ob- 
ferves, ** that there is not any Danger of a 
© Revolt even in the Opinion of the Author of 
© the Adminiſtration, but that the Adminiſ- 
*. trator apprebends the Colonies will by Fraud 
or Forces avail themſelves, in fact or in deed 
, an independent Legiſlature, which would 
be revolting with a Vengeance. What bigber 
*© Revolt can there be than for a Province to 
-** affume the Right of an independent Legi/la- 
ture or State? This is @ greater Aſperfion on 
the Colomſts, than to charge them with a 
Deen to Revolt, in the Senſe in which the 
© Gentlemen allows they have been abuſed : It 
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ets it than: the ol her; there 


t re n —— to. Me truib is, 
**<. Gentlemen have "bad D tments in Ameri. 
* 7 "Patrons of which they have nor been 
Ve. n bfg. Phe People have 


rbynheſe Aleans, been rendered uneaiy at 


bed revincizt Meaſures. They have 
een re reſented ug FaRious, Seditious,. 
* KG 00 to Democracy, *4avhenever 
1 refuſed paſius Obedience to provin- 
0 te ty e gp 
* Juriiſs Baſhano.. EJay; — Man. 
de gqales for to tlie Kin 2nd Parliament they. 
. Have heen ſubmiſſive and "obedient; 
Otis, Notwichſtanding the infidi-. 
vatton:of the-Adminiftrator, there. 
a not in Nature a greater Abſurdity than 
the Sup — of a Deſire of Inde — 
in the Golonies, or any thing more — 
wagant os Irrational | ah ſuch a Thought, 
oven ſup} Ang the Mother Country td lock 
tamely Difpoſition of chat Tendency, 
the optics of which would be infinitely. 
more chan the whole Colonies could Beats 


Tue Foer de W hy the Charter, 
Was: 


BY 
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was in the Hands of che, overnpant fo. chat 
all Judges, Juſtices.” Sheriffs to * 

the Execution of the Laws is intruſted, 
nominated by the Governor with pg KP 
of his Council (by. che refined Are” 
tor called the Governor's Council of State) 
and the. Governor has a Negative upon 
the Choice of Councellors peremptory-ang- 
unlimitted: not being 10 19 to render. a 
Revs nor e to any 9 


. tolitical ond r Suan — 
arrived: and upon theſe grand Pillars « 
Liberty ſhall his. Defence be reſted.” 
(p. 59.): The Adminiſtrator, having recom- 
[mended che Martial Law, as moſt proper 
-for the Government of the Colonies-- 2 
ceeds with his tampering Activity to { 
what is neceſſary to be done to maintain the. 
Subordination of the Government of the 
. Colonies to the Government of Great Bri-- 
tain (one Inftance to the contrary let himif 
he can with the utmaſt ſtretch of His per- 
vading Power produce) though there has 
not been as yet any Occaſion for the Crown 


eee af the Legiſlature to in- 
4 terpoſe 


2 75 in the Sa oe. and afin: 
ts and Privileges; to egabliſb and 
2 5 2 i” Adminiſtration; and to di bt the 
Chantiels "of their Commeree-:-<© Though"the © 
Firſt" e - theſe Meaſures fhould be in 
bs: frict Juſtice, the Crown's right-Her 1be 
4 had 7s the only practicable one . al- 
though the ſecond as ſuch, may moſt 
+" likely be adopted” (A; 319 et the third is I 
_ the only wiſe and ſure re, What Occa- 1 
flon Gin there be for either of theſe Eſta. 
bliſhments after more than one hundred and 
fifty Vears experience of unexampled Loy- 
Dry! Peace and Quietneſs---therefore the 
moſt naturallnference that can be made is this, 
mat any Difputes, that have happened, have 
been occaſtoned by the” Inſtructions that 1 
Have been given the ſeveral Govern- 
ments not being. agreeable to their va- 
rious Charters, Grants and Proprietaries, 
or in other Words, Wich may perhaps 
better ſtit the Temper of the Adminiſtrator 
"the Inſtfuctions to Governors have been 
too Impotent to command paſſive Obedience 
to provi Mandates, which have incenced 
Him to repreſent Millions of his 'Majeſties 
boyal Colonifts, as proper Subjects of Mi- . 
" litary Government, bengb not a Man of them Y 
eder permitted a rottenOat to paſs for a ſound 4 
one in their Lives ʒif this is to bethe Caſe of tie 
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Miniſtry to lay before Parliament Zhe Rigbis 
and.Powers of. the Grewn:: the Rights, Privi- 
leger ond claims of the People, 'with.a general 
State of the Colonies, their Intereſt and 
„Operations, as related. to the Crown, as 
„ related to the Mother Country, her 
% Lays, and Government to foreign Pow- 
et, ers and Intereſt; pointing out ſome ge- 
e neral Plan of Government Tudicatory, Re- 
e ven, and Commerce; (as hinted in the be- 
e ginning of the Adminiftrator) (32) leading 
to the, Repetition f Repetitions, , , Governors 
o. that far every Fower, every Movement, 
(even for kire, Air and Water, he ſhould have 
ſaid) the People will depend on the G- 
vernmem of Great Britain and be guarded 
again: forming any Principle ef Coberence 
unth each other, or of conſpiring amongſt them 
ſeluen s: Was there ever ſuch an inſidious 
Rhapſody! ſuch an Inundation of -Abuley! 
of the very Feople I that from Page 24 to 
26 were the moſt deſerving, dutiful and 
loyal; but he is like Haman, whoſe Malice 
nothing but the Deſtruction of the Jewscould 
ſatiate; ſo nothing will appeaſe the Wrath 
of this inexorable Ad miniſtrator, but the Ruin 
of the, Conſtitution of the Colonies (A. p. 34) 
% Conſtitutian that in bis own Words is now 
under the beſt Ferm, the beſt Frame and 
* Diſpoſition ef | the Government. of; the * | 
$7.3 5 ber 
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- Gauner, and that there cumb h 4 
eee ae hag bent a in in the 


e ty Goats 


giver — in the Ja Exercl 
PE % / PI AA jo they, thun as de- 
"+ ee el is all that the- C8: 
Tonifl ever deſired, and all -that-they*nolv 


— hien follow'® Repetition 
ng of Trade; Cuſtoms, Union, 
— and Sübordinatiem to 1838 


0 * 


— ber Country leading te. che two 
ze Pog , whidr the Coloniſts labour 
46 fabi, 7 ExtPHif of ben. Rights and 


Pr dan Eu. 
s Ee, th ae Seroidly, "what! 150 te 
— fog "Meafare in ſubbrllinais Gobern- 
he x nebel own” Hands rb Cm 
mund OR Revenue, an the Pay of the ON. 
ert N O ment. 4 Sectirity for their 
"Cone? bhi him (Jo) wider the Fir ft Elea 
rome aff "the pater 'the King's Iifirae- 
"thine" writ the” Governor's "Power (37), Thie 
1 Kh D to the Governor, its 
| ve! n, Inſtruction and further 
e — ard Authorities; the 
* Hand Privileges of tlie Pe 
(erf Tönen tutned' and * by 
«the A8nidifitdtor' (30) to make tlie Peco - 
"ple en bpon à füll, free, inde pendant, 
3 and \te Hlative Will | 


. © in 
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<« in their ſeveral Corporations, and under 
sa the King's Commiſſion and their reſpec- 
ccc tive. Charters,” (39). Mr. Otis, in his 
Proof of the Rights of the Colonies, page 
72, ſays it is a, Mi take in this Author to 
bring ſo heavy a Charge as High Treaſon 
againſt ſome of the Coloniſts, which he does 
in Effect in this Place (p. 39.) repre- 
nting them as ** claiming in fact the ſame. 
« full, free, independent, and . unreſtramed 
« Pouer and legiſlatiue Will in their ſeveral 
« Corporations and under the King's Comm|ſ- 
6 fon, and their reſpective Charters, as the 
« Government and Legiſlature of Great Britain 
s bold by its Conſtitution and under the great 
« Charter. No fuch Claim was ever thought 
« of by any of the Coloniſts, they are all better 
* Men and better Subjects; and many of 
* them too well verſed in the laws of na- 
„ ture and of Nations, and the Laws and 
“ Conſtitution of Great Britain, to think they 
© bave any right to more than a provincial ſub- 
* ordenate Legiſlative (37). The Adminiſ- 
<< trator (p. 42) waving the Doubts which 
the Coloniſts might raiſe, eſpecially in the 
Charter Colonies, and not determining 
in what Points the Governor ought or 
** ought not to be reſtrained from giving 
** hs Aſſent in Caſes contrary only to In- 
"M0 ſtructions and not to the Laws of Great 
Britain, let the Adminiſtration conſider 
od 68 35 - « thy 
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| ie Exe of this Meaſure: in Caſes Here 


Hits offered are ſo widely different as to 
* the Mode; that no Agreement can ever. 
<:Hs come to 1s the Government und Aumi- 
rden of the Government of the Colonies 

2 5. be Juſpended 7 artful.” as this Infinua- 
_ is, the Adminiftzator wilk be puzzled 


oint out any other Inſtances of this Na- 
te fince the pute with Governor An 


rEws, except that with Governor Shute, 
chil his Right to put a Negative 3 


the Speaker, and that with Governor 


nit, e the Settlement of the Gover- 
nor s Salary. The firſt has been long fince 


fettled by by he Government, and the Latter 


has not been complained of fince the Be- 


A ty Governor Belcher's Adminiſtra- 


0 that there was no Occaſion for 
ry dminiſtrator to rack his Invention, to. 


an the Mother Country with imaginary 
Ills, and diſguſt the Inhabitants of ſo large 
2 Continent, by turning Informer againſt 


them, upon Points that do not affect the 
Crown, or the Servants of it, ſo as to oc-- 
cafion any Complaint, as to the Manner of 
providing tor the Support of 'Government.. 
As toall the executive Officers of the Crown, 
the Adminiſtrator detlares that the Freedom, 


and Preſervation ofthe Confticutionirequire, 
that they ſould be indie 


Hedi. the Legiſla- 
lar Government, 
* . 


whe ime ofpectally. 


| 27 

«« here the Legiſlature Alt is much ade 
= <« by tbe Hurbours and Poſjions & the People, 
= ( 45, 46 Whq, to their immortal! longy have 
1 maintained che Character given the by the 
Adminiſtratos, p. 26, in refuſing te fix the 
Governor's, Salary 5 chat the Legillature may 
not depend upon the Governor 1 his, Apr 
Fentanes but thathe may depend uponthe 
Legiſlature, for an honourable. Support, the 
1 —ͤ and Fitneſs of the Adminiſtrator's 
Principle in the Britiſh Conſtitution is al- 
Jowed, where the exgcutive, Power > the 
Tv rown is immediately adminiſtred by the 
King s Majeſty; but it widely differs when 
it is admmiſtered by. his Majeſty's Goyer- 
nors, where there is 20 ether Meaſure leſt; the 
People to prevent the Mz iſapplication of public 

Money 6 y neceſſitaus and rapactaus Governors, as 
in fact, 75 large Experience they bave found thay 
bawe no natural, although they have a political 
Connection with the Country, as theſe Rea- 
ſons are almoſt the ſame with thoſe given 
in Mr Dummer's prudent and 1 De- 
fence of the New England Colonies; (p. 24 
of the Adminiſtration of the 8 and 
as the Adminiſtrator, page 47, has but 
ſlighely mentioned the Miſapplication of 
Monies raiſed in the Colonies for the Sup- 
port of the Government, it is hoped an ex- 
tract from the above 1 ſ 1 ire De- 
E33 _ .. tence 


vx 83 ; 


mT mY r — bd 


, ——— 25 — 
be . —ů———ůj*—”¹S 2 


VIE. — 


1 
' 
i% 


( 38 3 


fence of the Charters will not be though 


anſeafonable in this Place. That Go- 
e vernors are Wee abuſe their Power, 
«and grow Rich by Oppreſſion, Experi- 
© ence ſhows us. We have ſeen, not 
% many Years fince, ſome Governors feized 
ce by their injured People, and ſent Priſon- 
«ers to White-Hall, there to anſwer for 


* their Offences ; others have fallen Vic- 


cc tims on the Spot, not to the Fury of Fac- 


© tion or a Rabble, but to the Reſentment 


«© of the whole Body of the People, riſing 
e as one Man, (as in one of the Weſt In- 
<©dian Iflands, not many Years fince) to 
revenge their Wrongs. Others, after 


being recalled have been profecuted at 
e the King's Bench Bar, purſuant to an Act. 


* of Parliament made in the Reign of the 


* late KingWilliam; whereby it is provided, 


© that Governors ſhall be impleadable at 
< home for any Injuries done in their Go- 
ee yernments Abroad. We have had more 
< than one Inſtanceof this very late ly, where 
Governors have been convicted, and 
*cenſured, not ſo properly for oppreſ- 


fing as for direct plundering the People; 


'< and ſuch other Acts of Miſrule and law- 
* lefs Power, as one would not have 
thought it poſſible they ſhould have com- 
© mitted, if Experience had not ſhown it 
e to be more than poſſible (Detence p. 70) 


Indeed 


( 29 ) 

« Indeed it can hardly be expected, but 
« Corrupt tions muſt happen, When one 
* Conſiders that few Gentlemen will crofs 
« the Seas for à Government, whoſe Cir- 
4 cumftances are nat fomewhat embarraſſed at 
* home ; eſpecially: as they know by how 
« light and uncertain a Tenure they hold 
<their' Commiſſions ; from whence they 
<« uiſely conelude chat no time is to be loſt; 
and as to the Account to be rendered at 
< home, that is not thought of at ſo great 
*. diſtance, for Procul a Jove, Procul 'a 
«* Fulmine. Ja enlarge then the Power of 
*© Governors, is to give 1 greater Power to 
C oppreſs ;. and to vacate the Charters, is to en- 
* large their) Power, the Government in that 
Cafe of Courſe devolving upon them; as 
e ſee in thoſe Plantations that never had 
© any Charters, but are immediately de- 
** pendent on the Crown, in which they have 
© ina manner the intire legiſlative and euucu- 
five Powers, or at leaſt ſo great an Influence 
on the Conſtituent Parts of the Former, as 
leaves them little more than nominal Shares, 
© ſerving rother as Screens to the Governors 
than a Defence to the People! The Militia 
* 7s abſolutely veſted in the Governors,” which 
influences all Elections of Repreſentatives : 
© They appoint Judges, & ber, and other 

* civil Officers with the Corfent, it is ſaid in- 


e Wn, of” the Council, but that ſuch Conſent 
« vole 


{ @@-Y 
$5 ſollntaridy- or involuntary; ail] ever be. Hf 
aer gandud, ſcems too much, to be feared; » 
& wel confider,/ that although. the Goyer- 
Amors de ngt indeed appoint? the ne 
vet they recommend. Proper: Per ns, to 
$:theKing.and it maybe ſuppoſed, that 
d Gentleman, ho is intruſted — the 
de chief Command of a Province, and is ao- 
tually on the Spot „will be thought capa- 
ble of judging beſt and therefore his kſ. 
commendation, will always prevail. Be- 
* tides if there be a turn to ſexve, or an 
Emergency real or Imaginary, and any of 
of be Members {auld be Jo refractory as not be 
Agi ve into dus Meaſures: with.an implicit Faith, 
he Gavernor can ſuſpend. at many of them as a 
x be pleaſes. and when, he has reduced the 
* Es Boeard,,ynder. à Number limitted in his 1 
$Inftru@ions,. ne can then fill it up to that 
4. Number. inſtanth⸗ with whom he pleaſes, 
tand Wo Will they be, may we preſume, 
u ſuch as are paſſively. obedient. to his 
46 will N and 100 many. fuch there are to be found 
70 #1 all Colonies. ſo conſtituted, who are content 
eo be -ſadled themſelves, provided they may ride 
others under the cbief Rider. I muſt farther 
ges obſerve, that where there are Courts of 
Equity eſtabliſhed, in which the Gover- 
nor is always Chancellor, and for the moſt 
part Chief Juſtice, and Ordinary at the 
lem time; this puts. the Eſtates, Lives 


AV; | OG «gat 


4 +; or it is wholly in the 
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2 « Rance of my Argument is this, that the Bengfit 
e which Great Britain receives from the Plans 


1 


X < and Liberties. of the Inhabitants; faving 
E the Liberty of Appeal at home, iatirꝑly 
E in his diſpoſal, and even an Appeal in 
all Cafes under à conſiderable Sum, 
2 the Ordinary juriſdiction, and in all Caſes 


« Capital, is either diſailow'd by his Inſttue- 


2 


, * 
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« Rreaſt to allow or not. The Sum and Sub- 


. tations, ariſes wm their Commerce: That 


2 
* 5A i 
3 

8 
3 


1 


5 N 
I 2 6. * 4 » ' , 
1 * * * ' * | 
"i | nua at eye SI N 
{ = * - = 32 þ 4 
555 8 7 10 
I ? o | 
PE - 
4 P "IF 4. N 
38 — 
3 
3 


« Oppreſſion is the nat eppofite' Thing in tba 


= < Jlorld to Commerce and the moſt diſtruciue 


* Enemy it can have : That Governors bave.in 
* all times and all Countries, been much enclined 
4 to-oppreſs. : And conſequenly it cannot be:the 
intereſt of the Nation to increaſe their Power, 


an lefſen the Liberties of the People. Lam 
+ fo Sanguine in this Opinion 7hatFreally think 


4 it would be for the Service of tlie Croum and 
Nation to incorporate thoſeGovernments which 
bade no Cbarters, rather. than Disfranchiſe 
* thoſe: that have them, page bg to 73, Mr. 
Dummer's defence of the Colonies: 1924+ +** 

Mr. Otis, im his Proof of the Rights of the 
< Britiſh Colonies, page 80. aſks wh is the 
temporary Support found fault with? would 

it be wile to give a Governor aSalaryforalgbger 


time than his political Life? as this is quite 


as uncertain as his natural, it has been 


the 


( 32 ) 
e the Chance of one Year's Salary: even after 
« he is dead; and it may be added, after he 
is Superſeded, or after he quits Government. 
The eBay being granted from May 
to May Seſſion. Governor Belcher was Su- 
perſeded in July or at the Beginning of Auguſt; 
Governor Shirly left the Province in Auguſt 
or September, and Governor Pownal. was not 
three Years in the Adminiſtration, yet was he 
Paid three Years Salary—To mention but one 
Inſtance or two more touching the Conduct of 
Governors Mr. Dummer in his Defence 
of the Colonies; page 39 to 44 after reciting 
the Advantages of Charter Governments — 
©: Shews how they fared in an evil reign, when 
«they loſt their Charters. Then the Govern- 
; ar NewREngland with four or fiveStrang- 
© ers of his Councils, Men of deſperate fortunes 
« and of bad, if any, Principles, made what 
„ Laws and levied what Faxes they pleaſed 
& on the People. They, without an Aſſembly 


< raiſed a Penm in the Pound on all rbe Eftates | 


5 * 94 the Ccuntry, and another Penny on all im- 

ted Goods, befides Twenty Pence per Head, 
* as Holl Money, and an tmmoderate Exciſe 
* on Wines, Rum, and other Liquors ; | Several 
« coor thy Perſons, having in an bumble Adarefs 


c Repreſented this Proceeding as a Grievance, 


*© der committed to the common Gaal for a Higb 
**Mi/demeanor, deny'd the Benefit of the Habeas 


. in +5" Corpus AZ, tryd tut of. their bun wi 
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TTV 
* when the Proſecution would hardly . have coſt 
hem ſo many Shillings in Great Britain; and 
0 compleat theOppreſſion, when they upon their 
al claimed the, Privileges of Engliſhmen, 
T < thy were Scofingh fad, Thoſe things would 
* mot follow them to the ende of Earth, Un- 
4 natural Infult ! Muſt the brave Adven- 
< tutret, Who, with the Hazard of his Life 
and Fortune, ſeeks, out new Climates to 
e enrich his Mother Country, be denied 
< thoſe common Rights which his Country- 
t men enjoy at Home in Eaſe and Indolence? 
Is he to be made miſerable and aSlaye by 
his own Acquiſition, is the labourer alone 
<« unworthy; his Hire, and ſhall ler 
iq anted ? | 
_ ©. MonſtronsAbſurdity! Horrid inverted order! 
FTheſe Proceedings, however Arbitrary and 
e opprefſive, were but the Prelude: The 
* Cataſtrophe was, if poſſible, yet mare 
„ Diſmal. Having invaded their Liberties, by 
. an caſy Tranſition, the next Attack was 
directly on their Properties: Their Title 
to their Lands was abſolutely deny d by the 
| _ © Governor and his Creatures; upon two 
e Pretences: one that their Conveyances were 
** not according to the Law of England; the 
er other, that if they might be thought to have 
had ſomething like a Title formerly, yet it 
now ceaſed by the Revocation of their 

a” SS —_ Ons 


ö 


6399 
__ Chafters. 80 that they WhO had fairly pur- 
e chas'd their Lands 11 held them in quiet 


Pofſfeſſion for above fifty Years, were now 
* obliged to accept new Deeds from: the Go- 


CE vernor, and pay for them a third of their 


1 Value, in order to aſcertain their Title, other- 
by wile they would be ſeized” by the Crown,” 
bah eee theſe Inſtances of Rapacity, it Is 
known by many in thisKingdom, in hat 
Ea a certain. Governor haraſſed the 
General Aſſembly of the NMafachufets Pro- 
vince, with Adjournments" Fro the Court 
"Youte 5 in Boſton to. Salem, Cambridge, &c. 
until Heaven in Pity to their diſtreffes was 
pleaſec t remove the Author oy them. 
Mr Dummer's Defence of the Charter 
SGovernments Raving been approved by 
" formerMinifte 18, ie & hope@' it wilt be 1 


4 ole who hoW are, and all WO Ralf here- 


er act in the fame Ca Pacity; ank that the 


- Charter liberties, noxious as fore - | Pre- 
tend they ate, it is hoped they will 


De perpetuated Apes againſt the Rapacity 


of ſuch ambitions Tyrants and. Governors, 


| who by Miſrepreſentations and Whatever 


other Means they can deviſe, ſhall attempt 


to ſubvert and abridge the Liberties of t 


Coloniſis to extend their own Power, though 
the moſt incenced of them never ſhowed 


ſuch Malice as' the Adminiſtration 'of the 


Colonies, where the moſt infiduous Rever- 
"fon 


1 
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fion of the Scepter is ſuggeſted by the De- 
pendency of the Governor appointed by tlie 
Crown on the Legiſlature of the Colonies for 
their Salaries. 

As to the abſolute Neceſſity for paſſing an 
Act for the Extent of the Engliſh Laws, and 
the Court's ordaining a general ſet of Rules 
of the Practice---Mr Dummer in his De- 
fence of the New England Charters, ſays, 
page 36, that theſe "Governments fo far 
from having retrenched the Liberty of the 


Subject, have improved it in ſome impor- 


< tant, Articles which the Circumſtances of 
« Great Britain perhaps do not require, or 
« will not eaſily admit--To mention a few 
« There has becn from the Beginning an 
« Office erected by Law in every Country, 
45 where all Conveyances of Land. Are en- 
« tered at large, after che Granters have 
« firſt acknowledged them before a Juſtice 
< of Peace: by which Means much Fraud 
« is prevented : no Perſon being able to ſell 
* his Eſtate twice, or take up more Money 
ce upon it than it is worth. Proviſion has 
<« likewiſe been made for the Security of 


the Life and Property of the Subject in 


e the Matter of Juries, who are not re- 
« turned by the Sheriff of the County, but 
« are choſen by the Inhabitants of the 
* Town, a convenient Time before the ſit- 
ting of the Courts: and this Election is 

. under 
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* under the moſt exact Regulation, in or- 
ce der to prevent Corruption, fo far as hu. 
man Prudence can do it---Redreſs in their 
Courts of Law, is eaſy, quick and cheap. 
t All Procefles are in Engliſh, and no ſpe- 
© cial Pleadings or Demurrers are admitted, 
but the general Iſſue is always given, and 
e ſpecial Matters brought in Evidence; 
* which ſaves Time and Expence, and in 
ce this Caſe, a Man is not liable to looſe his 
© Eftate for a Defect in form, nor is the 
© Merit of the Cauſe made te Depend on 
*© the Niceties of Clerkſhip. By a Law of 
* the Country, no Writ may be abated for 
* a circumſtantial Error, ſuch as a flight 
es Miſnomer or any Informality; and by 
*© another Law; it is enacted, that every 
* Attorney taking out a Writ from the 
ce Clerk's Office, ſhall Indorſe his Sirname 
** upon. it, and be liable to pay to the ad- 
** verſe, Party, his Coſts and Charges in 
6 Caſe of Non-Proſecution or Difcontinu- 
ange, or that the Plantiff be non-ſuited, 
or Judgment pals againſt him; and it is 
provided in the ſame Act, that if the 
& Plantiff ſhall ſuffer a non-ſuit by the At- 
** coxney miflaying the Action, he ſhall be 
£* obliged to draw a new Writ without a 
* Fee, in caſe the Plantiff ſhall ſee fit to 
EX revive the Suit---I cannot but think that 
every Body, except Gentlemen of the 
| | long 


(- $#-.) 
“ Jong: Robe, and the Attornies, will think 
66 this a wholeſome Law, and well calcu- 
ce [ated for the Benefit of the Subject. For 
the quicker Diſpatch of N Decla- 
« rations are made part of the Writ, in 
« which the Cale is fully and particularly ſet 
& forth. If it be matter of Account, the 
T . Account | is annexed to the Writ, and Co- 
« pies of both | left with the Defendant ; ; 
% which being done fourteen Days before 
e the ſetting of the Court, he is obliged to 
t plead directly, and the Iffues then tried, 
« whereas by the Practice of the Court of 
« King's Bench, three or four Months 
tc time is often loſt after the Writ is ſerved, 
before the Cauſe can be brought to an Iſ- 
c ſue.---Ner are the People of New England 
*< oppreſſed with infinite Delays and Expence, 
te that attend the Proceedings in Chancery, 
& where both Parties are often ruined by the 
Charge and length of the Suit. But as in 
r all other Countries, England only ex- 
** cepted, Jus & Aquum, are held the 
* ſame, and never divided: a Power of 
Fc Chancery being veſted in the Judges of 
the Courts of Common Law, as to ſome 
particular Caſes (more eſpecially if com- 
** pared with the Cheapnels and Diſpatch 
© of Law in the Colonies--the Dearneſs 
and Delays of Law in our Mother Coun- 


. * try) and they make equitable Conſtrue- 
tions 
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_& tions in others. I muſt add, that the 
* Fees of Officers of all Sorts are ſettled by 
Acts of Aſſembly at moderate Prices, for 
the Eaſe of 5 Subject. It were caſy 
to mention other Articles, but that I per- 
ſuade myſelf, it is needleſs. The Charter. 

<« Governments are celebrated for their excel- 
< lent Laws and mild: Adminiſtration ; for the 


Security of Liberty and Property; for the 
A ee of Virtue, and Suppreſ- 1 
© fſton-of Vice, for the promoting Letters by 


dderecting Free Schools and Colleges; and, 


in one Word, for every thing that can —_ 
*© make a: People kappy and. proſperous,” * 
{ 39)Dugmer's Defence of: the > Charter Go- WM 
Mane 10101 A A} 
The ih en dar, . 54 and. 56, i in 1 
bis very polite, Charge of the Ignorance of 1 
Judges, fays, „ it will be no Diſhonour | 
to many Gentleman ſitting on the Benches 
| e of the Caurts of Law in the Colonies, to 
© fay they are not, and cannot be expected 1 
© to be Lawyers or learned in the Law.; 19 


*(why- could: he not have ſaid in plain 
Engliſh, that they are not e SS 6 Mr 
Otis, in his Proof of the Rights of the 
Colonies, with great Propriety ſays (p. 79.) 
rte if chis be the Caſe, that the Judges 
(except thoſe of Rhode Iſland, and 
Connecticut) are appointed by the Crown 
and by the King's Groernar, it is the Miſ- 


F for- 


Me don 


* forttine; not the Fault of the People,“ 
had the Adminiſtrator been endued with 
one Spark of good Nature, he would have 


made honourable mention of the Judges, 


that he knew to be univerſally revered 
for their ſuperior Knowledge in the Law, and 
irreproachable Adminiſtration of Juſtice, 


or, had he meant to reform, or inform, and 


not to inflame, he would have made à 
proper Diſtinction between the inferior 
Court of Common Pleas, and the ſuperior 
Court of judicature, the inferior, accordi 
to the preſent Mode, being of ſo little Con- 
ſequence, is barely any thing more than a 
paſſage to the Superior, and conſequently 
doth hot require Judges of great Eminence 
in the Law, as points of Law, are ſeldom 
or ever argued there: and if, as has been 
-hinted, the Adminiſtrator has been a G- 
vernor in one of the Provinces, it is not any 
great honour to his Adminiſtration, to have 
neglected Reformations, ſo glaringly ne- 
ceflary, as to merit fuch ſevere Animadver- 
fions as he has made on the Judges and the 


Laws, that have been juſtly celebrated for 


their Baceflence -The Compliment paid 
the Adminiſtrator, by Mr Otis, of ſome 
| Thoughts i in the Adminiſtration of the 


| Colonies, poſſibly might be intended of 
| fuch a8 the Adminiſtrator collected from 
Mr Dummer' 8 * of the Charter Go- 
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glaringly IN them 10 admit a Doubt 


(e 


»vernments, which he has tortured without 


Mercy, page 57. Adminiſtrator asks, how 
little the 9 When oppoſed to the 


Spirit of Democracy, or to the Paſſions of 


e, has to expect of thut Sup- 
8 aintenance, and Guardianſhip, 
49 < which the Courts are even by che Conſti- 
4 tution ſuppoſed to hold for os Crown. ;” 
-though this!Queſtion has been noticed by 
Mr Otis; it may not be Unſeaſonable to ob- 
ſerve, that the Judges in the Charter Cols- 


nies being appointed by the Governor, with 


Advice 01 the Council, Have been con- 


trouled by ſome wicked Governors; and 
though — Judges: are Guardians of all that 
is dear to Man, and qught of all Men to he 


the moſt Independent, yet if the Aſſertion 


of the 9 —— be true, and Judges 
have been influenced by the Leaders of a 
Party to unfair Practice in the Colony 


Courts a ſtronger Reaſon could not be 


given for keeping. them Dependant until 
they are otherwiſe appointed. 


The Adminiſtrator's . of the 
Difficulty, and Impractibility of convicting 


any Perſon of a; Violation of the Laws of 


Frade, deſervas to be treated with the ut- 


moſt Contempt. The Temper, and Spirit 


of the Kamin ms en vf the Colonies, is too 
that 


G 
that if Re could he would have produced 
ſomething more Staple than his own Aﬀer- 
tion to countenance his ſeyere Suggeſtion 3 
but as it appears by his own Quotation that 
he has read the ptudent ſpirited Defence of the 
Charter Colonies, by Mr Dummer, it is highly 
Probable he might thereby have been led to his 
Inſinuation; by a ſimilar Complaint, where 
it is ſaid, in the 42d page of that Pamphlet, 
<< that theſe Complaints were for the moſt 
« Part of an old Date,” and when the Bills 
c in the Houſe of Commons were produced 
= from the Files of the Plantation Board, 
c qwhithet they had been tranſmitted in for= 
© mer Reigns, when Cuſtom Houſe Officers 
te in the Plantations were ſach great Rarities, 
ce that one Collector ſerved four Provinces © 
te And can it be thought ſtrange, that Mer- 
«chants, whoſe Buſineſs is Gain, ' ſhould 
© have ſometimes, for lucre, tranſgreſſed the 
« Acts of Trade; when there wete no Off- 
c cers to ſee them duly obſerved ? The Caſe 
te is vaſtly different now; Officers of the Re- 
e venue are multiplied, and are ſo extremely 
e rigorons, that inſtead of their Complaining 
te of unfair Traders, the Merchants on the 
1 e hand complain of the Oppreſſion of 
1e Officers. 1 have ſeen, Jays Mr Dummer, 
Account of ſuch itttolerable' Hardſhips im- 
Ms: on fair well meaning Traders unter Cv 


Hur of "aw, that one would hardly give 
"F F s credit 
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et. credit to tlie leaſt of the Articles if the 


«whole had got been delivered publickly in 
« an. Aſſembly. of one of the Provinces by a 


e worthy Member, and after wards printed: 


<©xcith- his Name to it, with this melancholy 


- F * 


« Concluſion, That the Cuſtom houſe Officers 
* had by their vicknt Prafice, cither ſeized er 
* driven away. all the Veſſels belonging to that: 


2 gert of the Country, lo that they had no 


« Sloops left to carry their produce to Market 
in the adjacent Colonies.---He then takes 


Notice of a late Complaint by the Surveyor 
general of North America and the Col- 


lector of New London, againſt the Colony 
* of Connecticut, drawn up in very ſevere 
* terms, which repreſents them as ſetting the 
* Laws of Trade and Navigation at Defiance. 
<. Whereas in truth and in fact, the Inſtances 
© they produced of ſuch Defiance, were clear 


& Proofs of that Colony's Endeavours to ſupport 
«the. Laus of Trade and their own Traffic; and 
on the contrary, what the Cuſtom houſe 
Officers inſi 


ſed: on was manifeſtly ſubyer- 


© five of both; and could ſerve no other. end: 
 <: but. enhancing or: 
(Defence 44 and again 46). If it were 

true that ſome Perſons now and then did 
concern themſelves in an illegal Trade, 
can it be thought juſt or reaſonable that 
the whole Community ſhould ſuffer, for 
© their private Faults : No Body will * 
33 * . 


( *43/ ) 
the Acts of Trade are perfeMly-obferved in 
2% the Provinces immediately under the Crown, 
« or in Great Britain itſelf, there being no Sea 

« Port orCorporation intheKingdom, wherein 
there ate not at ſome time or other contra- 
« hand Goods imported, or other Goods 
«« clandeſtinely run to the Prejudice of the 
King's Duties. In the Port of London, great 
% Abuſes are daily committed in ſpite of the 
* utmoſt Vigilance to prevent them, the 


Fraud of relanding Callicoes, &. after 
« pretended Exportation, &c. is notorious ; 
< and yet who ever uſed this as an Argument 
ce to disfranchiſe this ancient Corporation? if 
<< the Grievances complained of were not an- 
© Uquated Stories but ſubſiſted at this time; 
c if they were fairly repreſented; and laſtly, 
© if it were equitable that the Crimes of Per- 
<< ſons in a private Capacity ſhould be ex- 
<< piated by the public, no Concluſion could 
© then be drawn from theſe premiſes, pr 
„Judicial to the Charters, becauſe the diſſol- 
ring them would be no Remedy in any 
Sort: the Reaſon of which is plain, for 
not only the Inſpection of Trade, but the 
c Proſecution, Trial and Puniſhment of ev 
* Offender would reſt in the ſame hands, and 
be carried on in the ſame Manner as before 
1 48) the Adminiſtrator however has taken up 
a page or two, to ſhew, that where there is 
2 Court of Equity it is avoided as much as 
F 2 poſſible 3 


TER (4? . 
poſſible; fo that it is almoſt wholly in dif. 
_ uſe; where is then the Advantage of this Court 
of Chancery, or indeed where could there be 
any Advantage in it, even in the Author's own 
*© Opinion, ho had declared he always conſi- 


f 2517 


ef, dered the Governmentꝰs taking the Office of 
1 Chancellor, 484; Caſe, labouring f with in- 
td explicable Difficulties ? But this is not in- 
ſinuated to be quite ſo bad as the Practice of 
petitioning the legiſlative Courts to interpoſe 
their Authority, beyond what Courts of 
Chancery ever attempted to decree. + This, is 
A Charge of nothing leſs than injuſtice againſt 
ths Legiſlature in the Government where 
iti chas been practiſed. The Charge of In- 
juſtice might have been ſpared, though the 
practice aught not to be continued; as it 
appears repugnant to the Statute of 1 Henry 
the Fcutth tecited page 59. the Adminiſtra- 
tor's Cenſure on the Previſion in the Char- 
ters of Appeals to the King in, Council, from 
the Caurts of law in the Colonies, if it has 
not too ſtrong a tincture of indecency, 
is certainly ſevere enough, where he. ſays 
it is inapplicable to the Modes of the 
Engliſt lat, the Difficulty, and In effic ue, of 
the: Redreſs on account of the King in. 
Council never being by the Conſtitution, in 


any other Caſe, between Subject and Sub- 


| ject, formed as ſuch a Court of Appeal, it 
ſcarce ever, in the temporary and occaſional 
Sittings looks like ſuch a Court ; but is ra- 

1 8 thex 
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ther accidentally: or particularly then offici- 
ally attended. This however is but one ke 
many inſtances of the all- ſearching 
nius of the Adminiſtrator. This Liberty * 
aue to the King in Council is, rated” al- 
ways has been eſteemed a Mark of Roy- 
al Favour, and appears with ſuperb Luftre 
and Dignity tothe poor abuſed envied Colo- 
niſts, as often as they accidentally or occaſi- 
onally attend this ee Tribunal. Theſe 
general Apprehenſions and Reaſoning, page 
60, the Adminiſtrator ſays, have led many 
knowing and diſpaſſionate Men in the Co- 
lonies into a Conviction of the Neceſſity of 
lame eſtabliſhed: conſtitutional Court of Ap- 
„page 60 to 62. There are Gentlemen 
«, on this Side the Water, who ſceing the De- 
«fects , this Meaſure as to a Court of Ap> 
<< heal; and nit ſeeing the Neceſſity of a Court 


& -Of,, Chancer y' at all, as there is nothing con- 


* trary to the fundamentals f Law, that 
i tbeir Courts alrtudy eſtabliſhed. Gould equi- 
e tize, (think that fred of  eftabliſhing any 
„neu Courts of Cbanceryiit would be vt 
q * proper 10 aboliſh even thoſe already eftabliſh- 
ed, and extend the Power which the Law 
« Courts. take in determining upon Bonds, &c. 
* by empreering them to decree in Equity, and 
"* 7 that, to tale ſuch Meaſures, as may 
's beſt eſtabliſh a fixed and confti tutional Court 
is _ . here in England. It is thought, 
a | Yet 


({ &)) 


a better Court of A ppeal, than that which is 


Already eſtabliſhed 3 in the King and Council, 
cannot be formed unleſs it be by extending the 
Power of the qudges to Points in Equity, which 
will be much better than putting the Colonies 
to the Expence of a new Court of Chancery. 
And it is thaught the Practice of the Courts 
in ſome of the Colonies may be altered, ſo as 
to make them much eaſier, quick and cheap: 
Suppoſe in order! to make the Judges of the 
Mperior Court in the Maſſachuſets and all 
the Colonies as independent as the Judges are 

home, inſtead. of their being pp by 


the Gavernour with the Conſent of the Coun 
ument ſhould be, by the 


Garernor with the Conſent of the Council, 
and Houſe of Repreſentatives; and their Sa- 
laries ſhould be fettled equal to their Dignit 
and Importance. ' Suppoſe the Number ſhould 
he reduced to three inſtead of there being 
five; as there now are; and that the Chief 
Judge had 800, and the others 600). lawful 
Money per annum, there can be no doubt 
but ſuch a Regulation would tempt People of 
Fortune to put themſelves to the Expence of 
qualifying themſelves for ſuch high Stations. 
The following Regulations in the Law Pro- 
deedings or ſome others may be adopted more 
for the ie Eaſe of the Judges and the Parties 
than the preſent Mode 2 Practice. That 


5 Power af the — now limited to the 
Chancery 


* Spies 


Cam} 


Chancery of Bonds, Mortgages, &c. ſhould 


extend to all Cauſes whatſoever, reſerving on- 


Iy the Liberty of Appeal to the King in 
Council. 


Now inſtead of comming the Cauſe to 


the Jury, without Proof or Argument, at the 


Inferior Court according to the preſent Mode 


of Practice, it ought to be fully heard and 


tried, and no Evidence admitted at the Tri- 
al of Appeal that was not examined at the 
firſt Trial, unleſs the Party declares upon 
Oath he could not obtain it. And to prevent 
vexatious Litigation, if the Judgment of the 
lower Court ſhould not be confirmed, and 
increaſed at that above, the Appellant ought 
then to pay double Coſt, and double Inter- 
et ; one half of which thould be applied to 
the publick Fund ; the ſame ſhould be paid 
in Lopenls from judgments by Default, 
which, though a Practice, not altogether 
conſiſtent wich equity, yet as it has prevailed 
Time immemorial, may be continued, but 
ſubjected as above for the publick Emo 
— Actions of Review ſhould reſt i Us. 
thePower of the ſuperior Judges, andif u 
their being granted, and the Caufe tried, the 
Plaintiff ſhould not recover more than he 
recovered upon the Appeal, he ought in this 
Cauſe to pay treble Coſt and treble Intereſt, 
one half to be applied as above. Some fuch 
Reforms as theſe undertaken and approved 


by 


{ 48 
hy Gentlemen learned in the law, might ptoa 
bably be of ſuch public Utility as to e 
any future Complaints whatever. 
In the Year 1721, Mr Dummer, in his De. 
fence ef the Charter Goveratncnts makes 
the Outſets of the firſt Settlers of the Maſſa- 
chuſet's Province, Two Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds Sterling, and notwithſtanding the in- 
finite Hard ſhips and Diſaſters they had met 
with, the Exports of that ſingle Province 
to the Mother | Country according to the 
Computation of the Merchants was at that 
Time Three Hundred Thouſand Pounds 
Sterling per annum, beſides the Benefits of 
their Supplies to the M eſt- Indies, their Navi- 
gation, Fiſheries, Nurſery, and Supplies of 
Sailors to the Navy. — he ſays, New England 
had defended ;Ulolf from the Beginning with- 
out being burthenſome to the Crown, though 
not witkout great Struggles and Difficulties 
to themſelves, for after they had ſubdued 
many Nations the Frontiers were cruelly har- 
raſſed by other Tribes, animated and aſſiſt ed 
by the Freuch at Canada, who gave tho 
Maſſachriſets but few, and thoſe ſhort inter- 
vals of peace; and notwithſtanding this, 
that Government was never wanting to pro- 
te& the King's Subjects within their Juriſ- 
diction. Six or Seven Hundred Troops at 4 
were 55 to cover che Dane 
„ As, n: n $1303 - 4. 2TH 
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Forts were built wherever they were thought 

neceſſary, whereby: their own Frontiers and 

the King's Government of New Hampſhire - 
were preferv'd.” ©* The Maſſacbuſets equally 

e ſolicitous to protect their Inhabitants 

« Sea and Land, ke pt their Militia wall- 

ce trained and eipüned Boſton the Capital | 

« was fortified with two Batteries ta the Sea, ] 

« and about a League from the Town | 

; « with a beautiful ſtrong Caſtle, by far the” = I 

Z <« fineſt Piece of military Archite@ture in che | 

0 Britzh America. In ſhort nothing that | 
t could be done for the Defence of te Sub- | 

te ject by Sea, or Land, has been leſt undone, 

e ſo that it is really aſtoniſhing to think that 
te little Government ſhould be able by its 
* 0Wn Strength, and at its own Charge, to 

perform ſuch great Things; they have dif- 
tte covet'd a noble Zeal to enlarge the * 
Empire, by undertaking ſeveral char 
Expeditions againſt the ſtrongeſt — 
© Settlements in America, And in 1690 
c they ſubdued Port Royal, and made them- 
s ſelves. Maſters of the Place with all the 
Country of Acadia, Which was given up 
* to the French at the Peace of Ryſtviet. 
The fame Vear they fitted out thirty-two 

Sajl of Veſſels and Tenders, having on board 
Two Thopſand Men, to go againſt Nue- 

40 beck, whilſt a little Army of a Thouſand 
£6 oor and Fifteen Hundred Indians were 

25 G ordered 


$ 


. Se. ) 
CE ordereckto march by Land againſt Mont Reva, 
«© theſe Expeditions by Camp Fever,&c. were 
<© unſucceſsful; ' and coſt the Province the 
© Lives of above a Thoufand Men that were 
Fathers, Maſters and Servants, (intitled to 


<« little Fortunes, which were thought ſuffi- 
* eient for wee a Su bfitance) be- 
et ſides One Hundred and Fifty Thouſand 


Pounds in Money. This Misfortune, by 
© the wiſe Conduct of the Governments, and 
the: Induſtry oſ the People, was ſo well re- 
* 2 in leſs than Twenty Vears, that they 
<«form'd another Expedition againſt Canada, 
<-but not thinking they were ſtrong enough, 
« made an unſucceſsful Attempt againſt Port 
Raya; not diſcouraged by this Repetition 
*© of Misfortunes, as ſoon as Queen Ann ſig- 
% nified her Royal Intention to reduce Cana- 
ed, and required them to provide their 
Quota of Troops, they made ample. Provi- 
« fion for it; and though the Court altered 
4c their Meaſures,” and did not ſee meet to 
4 proceed in their Defign, the Colonies were 
put to near the ſame Charge as if they had. 
«© The next Year; they rais'd a Body of Troops 
40 again commanded by General Nicolſon, with 
V Hundred Auxiliaries from home, made 
another Deſcent upon Port Noyal, and ſub- 
-<6 dued it, For which Service they were pro- 
1 miſed by her then Majefty conliderable Ad- 
80 dne in reſpect of T role and H 2 


ce WhICh 
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££-mohich it is not * et Ju) of e. will 
4. be paid, when Nova Scotia is brought under 
10 G Government. Preſently after, when the 
«great unfortunate Expedition againſt Cana. 
da under General Hill and Admiral Malter 
<« took Place, they. furniſh'd more than the 
<< Quotaaflign'd them, and provided all Ne- 
e ceſiaries for the | Britz/h Troops with ſuch 
* animated. Zeal that could hardly be thought 
t poſſible: ' Theſe (North eee Govern- 
«© ments have aſſiſted and reliev'd the moſt 
te diſtant of his Majeſty s Iſlands, and the re- 
e moteſt Settlements on the Continent when 
e in Diſtreſs, upon no other Inducement, 
ce than that of being their F ellow- Subjects. 
e When in the Year 1703. Jamaica was 
ce in Fear of an Invaſion, and defired ſome 
Help; the Maſjachuſet's Goyernment ſent 
«two Companies under Colonel Walton and 
Captain Lawrence, that ſerved TwoYears, 
« ſometimes on Shore and at other Times 
t as Marines on board the Men of War, 
and very few out of Two Hundred ever 
tc returned: to their native Country. In 
« 1-08, when Nevis was plundered and ru- 
« ined by Iberville, the Maſſachuſets chari- 
c tably A of their own Accord raiſed 
66 Two Thouſand Pounds for their Relief; 
<* which they ſent in two Veſſels for. their 
e Subfiſtence in Proviſions; and Materials 
bs 1 building Houſes, Mills, Sc. 


bent à thouſand W 


ttm). 


 wwayyhen Carblina was engaged in War 


«ith "the Spaniſh Indians, and wanted 
Arms and Ammunition, they were ſup- 


ple with. both from Boſton ; upon the 
. un 5 0 hat avaſt Fund ef Merit have 
* 


ter Government, taiſed to them - 
et ſelVeESC from a long Series of Faithful and 


et Hefpic Services, nay, ſo much, that Mr 


Dummer could not but WIR, that his 
2 Majeſty. and Miniſtry had leifure from 


*tert Import — 8 25 of the Nation to 
nſide: erit-and then inſtead of 


& a Reptivingthem of their preſent Privileges, 
© they would continue them for ever; and 
« F there were room for it, add as many 


gte, p. 3 04 7 2 | 
— 1740, The Ne England Goroth: 
ments, upon Re uiſition from the Miniſtry, 


en to join the King's 
maica, on an Expedition againſt 
die B aniſni Settlements in the Weſt Indies, 
of *v nch number there were not above 
ny 5 and Men that lived to re- 
tiitn to New- England. In 1744, Annapo- 
I Royal, twiee k beſieged. 1. 5 

Hude, 1 ts Mafſechuſets Govern- 


at 


1 


of un Expedition (againſt Crown Point was 
known, and long before there was an Inti- 
mation of a Reimburſement of the Money 
expended on the Louisbourg Expedition, 
the Maflachuſets raiſed, and made Proviſion 
for three thouſand Men, and though that 
Expedition was laid aſide, it put the Pro- 
vince to forty odd thouſand Pounds Sterling 
Expence, more than ever were reimburſed 
to chem, though it would have been repaid 
by the Mother Country, if a certain G - r 
had not then had ſome confiderable Depen- 
dencies to fettle for himſelf.-In the late 
War with France and Spain, the Colonies 
in general, and the Maſſachuſets Province in 
ticular, in their Supplies of Soldiers, Sai- 

s, &c. &c. ſo far exeeeded the moſt 
fanguine Ex pectation of the Mother Country, 
that every Friend to this happy, envied Nation 
was of the ſame Opinion with the Author of 
ci the Adminiſtration of the Colonies, p. 24. 
That the People, who through ſuch various 
*© Hardſhips, Diſaſters and Diſappointments; 
« fach Difficulties, and almoſt ruinous Ex- 
„ pences, &c. have ſettled a fine Country, 


„that has greatly encteaſed the Strength 


and Riches of Great Britain, merit every 
Protection, Grace, Encouragement and 
*© Privilege that are in her Power to grant-- 
thereſore an Enlargement of the Privileges, 
granted to the firſt Settlers of that „ 

e 
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dle Country, with every Indulgence to:their 
Deſcendants, as a Reward for their Emi- 


bet Services, ought undoubtedly to be 
Was the Zeal of the Britiſh: bb for 
the Coloniſts, that it is thought the Author of 
ſuch a Pamphlet as that of the Adminiſtra- 
tion of — Colonies, would have been 
treated with the utmoſt Contempt and Indig- 
nity But inſtead of loading the Author: 
of that inſidious Pamphlet — — 
the Coloniſts have ray nothing but the 
moſt dutiful and are ein n 


their. conſtitutional Rights, with Supplica- 


tions and Interceſſions for an Exemption 
from Revenues, ſtamp Duties and Exciſe. 
And ſurely a People might claim ſuch In- 


Aulgence who have been racked and tore to 


Boren and by a cruel ſeven Years 
War reduced to ſuch Indigence, Debts and 
Pifficulties, as are not to be felt by an in- 
eExorable mercileſs Adminiftrator, "ki is 
ſuppoſed to have ſeen and heard the Cries 
and Groans of many ruined Widows, help- 


© a a 


Tels Orphans, and childleſs. Parents, the Re- 


collection of a Scene ſo affecting as this, one 
1 * . — r diverted 


„ 


* 
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e--and at the Cloſe of the War, ſo great 
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fides the Difficulties reſpecting the Rights 
« of the Crown, which may attend this 
«© Scheme, it is a Point that ought very de- 
© liberately to be weighed, How far even 
the ſupreme Government of the Mother 
Country can conſiſtently with general 
Liberty proceed in laying Taxes on its 
« Colonies, where the conſent of the Peo- 
« ple cannot be in any conſtitutional Way 
© taken”--he goes on further and fays, 
That on the Exciſe and Stamp Duty Reve- 
nue, a Point will ariſe to doubt how far 
* theſe Colonies, who for the Neceſſities of 
Government, and the Emergencies of Ser- 
vice, have already by their proper Powers, 
te laid thefe Duties on the People, and 
granted the Revenue, ariſing therefrom 
to the Crown, how far thefe Colonies may 
© not be ſuppoſed to have precluded any Act 
4 of Adminiſtration here on theſe heads.” 
Theſe Doubts ought to have been reſolved 
before Publication of the Adminiſtration of 
the Colonies, but if the Opinion of the At- 
torney and Solicitor General, abſolutely 
againſt a Queſtion fimilar to the former, in 
the year 1731 or 1732, will fatisfy the Ad- 
miniſtrator'scurioſity,he mayfinditatthetrea- 
ſury. Another Inconſiſtancy in his Treatiſe 
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is, „the Author's Apprehenſions of the 
dangerous Conſequences, if there be in 
Time of Peace in the civil Governors, 
« and other Officers of the Crown, the 
« leaſt Subordination ta the military Com- 
* mander in chief; it may, ſays the Au- 
« thor, p. 65. be found a dangerous Thing 
« to have given ſo much of the civil Pow- 
« er out of the King's Hands, and tg have 
done ſo little to maintain. thoſe into 
«*:whoſe. Hands it is entruſted. Theſe dan- 
«« perous Conſequences are repugnant to 
« the. Adminiſtrator's parliamentary Con- 
*« firmation of military 2 even if there 
« was ſo much as a Doubt of the Right of 
% the Crown to govern the Colonies as 
« Domains, p. 30. that he knew ſeveral of 
« them were inveſted with Charter Rights.” 
Mr, Ocie, in his Proof of the Rights of 
the Colonies, p. 78, obſerves, it may be 
worth noting, ** that few, if any Inſtances 
can be given where Colonies have been 
« diſpoſed to forſake or diſobey a tender 
« Mother: But Hiſtory is full of Exam- 
« ples; that Armies flationed as, Guards 
Oer Provinces, have ſecured the P re for 
* their General, and given him a Crown at 
„the Expence of his Maſter.” Are all 
ambitious Generals dead? (no, nor ambi- 
tious Governors, neither.) Will no more 
riſe. up hereafter? There had not need; 
there are enough in the World already to 
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ſhew the Danger of a ſtanding Arm rmy in 
remote Provinces to be much greater than 
it was in Rome, whoſe Fate ought to be a 
Wr to other Nations before it be too 
late. | ore e 
After a Preclufon from entering into a 
Diſcuſſion of the Points relating to the Co- 
lony Revenue, one would have thought the 
Author of the Adminiſtration of the Co- 
lonies might have deferred the Conſidera- 
tion of his Paper Money Currency, till the 
Doubts and Difficulties of his Exhibition 
ſet forth i in ſixty-cight Pages, had been de- 
termined. In fact, as was ſaid before, his 
doubtful Points ought to have been deter- 
mined before the Publication of them; 
for, if the Plan therein propoſed was in- 
conſiſtent, or incompatible with the Rights 
of the Coloniſts, they ought not to have 
been printed; and whether they are, or 
are not, is left to the Reader. As 
to the five and forty Pages, filled by the 
Author and bis Auxiliary, with nice Di- 
ſtinctions, Explanations, and Applications 
of a Paper Currency—if they 'are multi- 
plied five and ore Times by forty-five, 
they will never prevent the de erist irie of 
any Bills redeemable at a diſtant Period 
Figures are ' ſtubborn,” and monied Men, 
who are ſuppoſed to be as well, if not the 
beſt acquainted with them will never give 


or receive as an hundred Pounds, even up- 
22 8885 11 on 
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n the, beſt public Security in the World, 
an hundred Pounds, payable without Inter- 
eſt in Twelve Months—Sterling Money is 
the only invariable Medium of Trade; 
this Standard, without ſome political Fi- 
neſſe, cannot be depreciated, or diminiſhed, 
where the Balance or Trade is in fayour of 
a Kingdom or Colony ; but where it is not 
ſo, as is the caſe with the Mother Country, 
and her Colonies, it makes a Medium much 
wanted. Therefore the moſt effectual Way 
for her to increaſe the Benefits derived 
from them, ſeems to be the Eſtabliſhment 
of a Bank in each. Colony, whoſe lawful In- 
tereſt, after the Deduction of the Expence 
of the Managers, will leave a conſiderable 
Balance in Favour of Great Britain. This 
Eſtabliſhment would greatly facilitate 
Trade, and help the Coloniſts to promote 
the Growth and Manufacture of ſuch Sta- 
ples as do not, and cannot interfere with 
the Manufactures of the Mother Country. 
This ſeems to be the Voice of Nature in 
the Formation of the North American Co- 
lonies, and appears ſo manifeſtly deſigned 
by Heaven for the enriching and ſtrength- 
ening Great Britain, that without the moſt 
criminal Neglect, or the moſt impolitic 
Meaſures, ſhe may make her own Intereſt, 
the Intereſt of the Colonies, ſo as to per- 
petuate their Dependance on the Mother 
Country. For Hemp, Flax, and Pot-Aſh, 

tu e ee, 
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Great Britain pays more than Half a Mil- 
lion Sterling per Annum, in Cath; to Fo- 
reigners, above what they take of Britiſh | 
Manufactures; therefore the Growth of 
thoſe valuable Articles cannot be too much 
encouraged, becauſe they will find full em- 
ployment for the N 0 and afford them 
much better Wages than they can earn by 


going into any Manufactures whatſoever 


hat interferes with the Manufactures of 
the Mother Country, which are in fuch 
Perfection and Cheapneſs, as to be eſteem- 
ed and prefered to any Manufactures of 
their own Kind. The Government have 
ſettled, a Bounty on Hemp and Flax ade- 
quate, if not beyond a Sum that could be 
expected or deſired; and there can, be no 
doubt but the happy Effects will ſoon ap- 
Pot-Aſh, though not ſo valuable, or of 
ſo much Importance as Hemp or Flax, yet, 
conſidering the accumulating Benefits de- 
riving from the Increaſe of that bulky Sta- 


ple, it is a Commodity that deferves great 


Encouragement, as it will employ great 
Numbers of People, and fave; the Aſhes of 
immenſe Quantities of Wood and ' Bruſh, 
in our new Colonies, that muſt be con- 

ſumed in making Roads, to conyey which 
many Ships muſt be huilt, and many thou- 
ſand People will, of Courſe, be employed 
in building and navigating them, -which 

IT; v3 Eh ly muſt 


m_ promote the Conſumption of many 

Ship Loads of every Species of Britiſh 
Manufactures in t for the whole; 
this Staple, it is ſuppoſed, may be brought 
to Maturity with a Bounty of forty: or fifty 
Shillings per Ton, within the Term of 
twenty ine And it is probable, by the 
ſame Time, Hemp and Flax will become 
Staples throughout America, ſo as to abate 
the Bounty, and yield a Revenue to the 
Mother Country: A Duty ſhould be im- 
mediately laid on the above Articles im- 
ported from foreign Parts, to exceed the 
Bounties which will not enhance the 
Prices, as the Importation from AG 

will keep them down. _ 

The Lumber of North America, 8 a 
little Encouragement, will ſoon become a 
vaſt Branch of the Britiſb Trade, Oak and 
Pine Timber, Plank and Boards, Maſts 
great and ſmall, Bowſprits, Yards and Spars 
will create the building of many large Ships 
to freight them home. Twenty ſhillings per 
Ton Bounty on theſe Articles will ſave 
large 8ums of Money, and prove a con- 
ſiderable Remittance from North America 
for Britjh Manufactures. 

Iron is now a valuable Article, Par be- 
ſides the Iron Mines and Works in the old 
Colonies, there are many in Canada; this 
is a Staple which prevents much Money 


Now going out of the Nation, and there 
can 
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92 — doubt but: leſs than ** 
Years: will yield a conſiderable increaſe 


to the ublick Revenue. ar 22 

Ships, built in North Aneriaa, — lang 
been à principal and an important Return 
from thoſe Colonies ; the great Number 
of Hands in cutting and tranſporting the 
rough Timber, Plank, &c. the Artificers 
and Labourers in building are all paid for 
with Britiſo Manufactures; their Cargoes 
of Fiſh, Lumber, and other Neceſſaries is 
a vaſt Advantage to the Weſt- India Planters, 
not only in the Supplies, but the Ships bring 
home the Sugars at ſo low a Freight, that 
when the Ship is Sold, the whole Adven- 
ture ſeldom neats the Prime Coſt: Ships 
are ſo extenſive, uſeful, and valuable, that 
too much cannot be done to promote the 
Increaſe of them that they may bring 
home at eaſy Freights, the Tobacco, Naval 
Stores, Rice, Oil, Logwood, Sugar and 
other valuable — from the 
Britiſh Colonies, and load with Fiſh for 
Portugul, Spain, Laß. &c. from whence 
the Profits are remitted in Specie and 
Bills of Exchange. To effect this Increaſe 
of Ships, there needs only an immediate 
Stop being put to the ſcandalous Practice 
of building Ships at Peter/bourg, Archangle, 
Onego,” &c. with Ruſſian materials; though 
they are much cheaper than they are in 


1 or America! it is amazing, that a 
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Practice fo prejudicial' to the Trade and 


Navigation of the Britiſb Empire, ſhould 
have been ſo long e 1 the Ad- 
miniſtration. For every 8 hip built in 
America; the Factor or Owner is obliged 


to take out a Regiſter; and make — | 


no Foreigner is directly, or indirectly, c 
cerned; but that Ships ſhauld: becpel könen 
to be built in foreign Nations, for Bng!/zfh 
Subjects by Birth, and Naturalization, and 
entitled to all the Benefits of Britiſb-built 
Ships, is ſomething marvellous. It is no 
wonder then, the North American Ships 
will not ſell for their firſt Coſt. This is 
a Matter of ſuch Importance as to demand 
the Attention of every Friend to Gr 
Britain to redreſs; for, beſides preventing 
large Sums of Money from going out of the 
Nation, and creating great Numbers of 
Sailors, a much greater Sum would be 
brought into it by this Means, than by all 
the Duties propoſed by the Adminiſtzntor 
will ever bring from the Colonies. » Duties, 
Stamps, and Exciſe, are diſcouraging to 
Trade, and diſguſtful; ſuch eſpecially 
as are attended with Guards and other diſ- 
agreeable Modes; and the Expence of en- 
forcing them, it is thought, will e 
the Duties after they are collected. 

The greateſt Benefitsof ther Trade af the 


Colonies a proper Regulations will 


Zen never 
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never be obtained by Duties, which ate 
properly and tightly adapted for foreign 
Superfluities only, not for the Staples of a 


Ki or Colony. And however ſan- 
guine the Author of the Adminiſtration 
of the Colonies may be, or however buoyed 


up by his Connections, though diſavowed, 
he will, he muſt be convinced; and if ſo, 
it will turn out, that Duties on the Trade 
of the Colonies will be infinitely more pre 
judicial than beneficial to the Mother 
Country. The Reaſonableneſs of the Co- 
loniſts contributing to the eaſe of the na- 
tional Debt is ſo far from being objected 
to, that it is their ayow'd Principle that 
they ought to do it, and they think they 
have done it beyond their Abilities by their 
Support of Government and Trade, and 
have, at all Times, approved themſelves, 
in every reſpect, obedient, faithful Sub- 
jets, it would be the higheſt Degree of 
Injuſtice to ſuggeſt, that they ever will be 
ſparing of either Blood or Tredfiire: in 'the 
Cauſe of their Mother Country: Therefore 
it cannot be good Policy to burthen ſuch 
Subjects with Duties Which er their 
Fathers ever heard of. Io slusserge 

Would it not be infinitely better Po- 
hey to give the Coloniſts a Breathing 
32 their Toils and Bldod, and enable 
them to recruit their Finances, by direct- 


(655) 


ing and leading them into new Branches 
of Trade which will bear Duties and con- 
tribute to the Support of a Government 
which they are enthuſiaſtically fond of, 
than by Duties, &c. to aggravate their Miſ- 
fortunes and render them incapable of 
ſerving themſelves or their Mother Coun- 
try: tis but juſtice to ſay, that the Co- 
loniſts are brave, that they are generous, 
and where there are theſe inherent prin- 
ciples, Millions of Lives might ſafely be 
pledged for their Fidelity. Should the 
Adminiſtrator retort their illieit⸗ Trade, 
tis acknowledged too many of the Coloniſts 
have been in the Tranſgreſſion, but the 
Tranſgreſſors are not one in a thouſand; 
the Deſtruction of the Trade to Halland 
and Hamburg has been long wiſhed: by 
every one, = the infamous Authors of! it, 
and nothing but the Odium of an Inform 
er has long ſince prevented an apend A 
Plicatibn for Redreſs. 

The Molaſſes Act from the paſſing of it 
has been eſteemed by Men, (who conſcien- 
tiouſly obſerve all Acts of Trade, and never 
broke this Has an Act that was not intended 
to be carried into Execution; this Opinion 
was confirmed by the Indifference that was 
ſhewn about it, neither doth it diſagree 
with the Adminiſtration of the 8 
(p. 124.) It is the Duty of Government 
ay * (ſpeaking- of the French, Dutch, and 

I 80 Daniſh 
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% Deniſs Trade) to encourage it under pro- 
« per Regulation, &c. ben it is remem- 
Bene, that the Law, which lays @ Duty 
* equal to 4 Prohibition on the Importation 
« of French Molaſſes into the Britiſh Co- 
t loniet, was obtained at the Solicitation of 
4 the Britiſh es; therefore any Allega- 
tion on the Molaſſes Duty ought not, and 
cannot be fairly made uſe of in Prejudice to 
the Colonies. „ 4 4757 £46 

Eſtabliſh: the Importation of dried Cod- 
fiſh, ſubject to a Duty of two 'Shillings - 
and Six- pence per Quintal, introduce it 
but one Day in a Week to every Family, 
it will encreaſe the Revenue more then all 
the Duties will propoſed by the Author of 
the Adminiſtration of the Colonies, with- 
out the additional Expence of a Farthing 
to the Government; the exhorbitant Price 
of Meat will greatly be reduced, the Fiſh 
will be found an agreeable, as it is not in- 
delicate Food; it might be imported and 


- #44 


fold ſo cheap, that the Fiſhmonger might 


retail the beſt at Three Pence per Pound, 
and the ſecond Sort, which is very good, 
for Two- pence- half- penny per pound, 
which is cheaper then Meat at Five Farth- 


ings per Pound. A Conſideration this, 
which, was there no other, ought to pre- 


vail, but the Advantage of the Increaſe of 
this American Staple would ſoon be felt in 
every Part of Great Britain, the Conſump- 


tion 


6993) 
tion of Woollens, Lines, Grapling, &c; &c. 
would be immenſe; beſides, 8 Coloniſts 
would be enabled to pay their Debts to the 
Britiſb Merchants. Salt Fiſn is of vaſt 
Utility i in France, Why would it not be ſo 
in + England? The Britiſb American Cod 
F . might this Way be made of more 
* And it is, in fact, of more Im- 


portance to the Britiſb Empire than the 
Miaes of Peru and Mexico are to the Spa- 


niſb Nation. Without the Gift i Pro- . 


phecy, one might certify that a proper 
Encouragement to this important Branch 


of Trade and Navigation, would be the 
moſt effectual and ſpeedy Manner of re- 
ducing: the National Debt. 

There being an abſolute Neceſity of 
knewng a military Force for the Defence 
of Canada, it is moſt reaſonable that the 
Beaver and other Furs from thence and 
the other Colonies ſhould defray the charge, 
it ought, and may, without Prejudice to 
the Fut Trade, be made to do it at the 
Expence of Foreigners, who muſt be 
ſupplied with Beaver from hence. One 
Shilling per Pound Weight, without Draw 
back; and One Shilling more per Pound 
Weight upon Exportation would not only 
pay the whole Expence of Canada, but was 
there no other Motive, for the Advantage of 


the Manufacture of Hats, i it ought tobe laid. 
7) Ia Toba 
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7 (68) 
Tobacco, being a Luxury, ought to con- 
tribute more than it dees to the Support 
zof the State, and ah additienal- Duty of 
Three Pence per Pound, without! any Pakt 
cof it drawn back, would not much; if any 
thing, leſſen the Exportation, and it is 
thought not a Pound leſs of Tobacco would 
be conſumed at Home, eſpecially if the 
Importation of Cambriek and Lawns were 
permitted, and a Duty of Fen per Cent. ad 
valarem, would yield à confiderable Reve- 
nue, and: prevent Smuggling. Whatever 
Benefits may be inſinuated by the Author 
of the Adminiſtration of the Colonies to 
-accrue from laying Duties on their Trade, 
even ſuppoſing therè ſhould be ſomething 
que zed from them, it is certain they will 
contribute no more to the Diſcharge of the 
national Debt, than a Drop of Water will 
contribute towards enlarging the Ocean. 
Tis at Home our Wealth abounds, and 
at Home it ought to be ſought. Where 
nought is to be had, even the King muſt 
loſe his Right. A Regulation of the Land i 
Tax has been long talked of as an equitable 
Reformation that would effectually reduce 
the enormous Debt of the Nation. Many 
Objections are, however, ſuggeſted, and 
many Injuries apprehended, ſome of which 
ſem real ; ſhould this Regulation be car- 

ried into Execution, ſome would undoubt- 
edly be hurt; but the few, or the wany, 


ought 
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on ght not to prevail againſt the whole. 
This grand Affair might be adjuſted, with 
-leſs /Difficulty than is in general thought. 
Tol effect this important equitable Regula- 


tion, nothing ſeems wanting but a reſolute 


„ Spirit. 503 Gini rns Ttrunmt 


Places gof public E are 75 


parſe plied, . and ſo thronged in this Nation, 
that it is amazing the Government have not 
avaĩled themſelves of ſome Aſſiſtance from 
the Sons of Pleaſure. The Managers of 
the Play-houſes advanced their Prices about 
twenty Vears ago: what Reaſon: can now 
be urged to the Public, againſt a Tax of 
one Shilling to the Boxes, and Six- pence to 
the Pit? Ranelagb has advanced its. 2 
of Entertainment from One Shilling 

Two Shillings and Six-pence: why douldd 
not the Government advance one Shilling 
more at that Place, and Six-pence at Vauæ- 
Ball, Marybone, Sadler s Melle, and every 
other Place of public Entertainment in the 
Kingdom. Britons pique themſelves upon 
their Raman Spirit; why then do they not 
imitate the Roman Patriotiſm in a Tax up- 
on ſupernumerary Servants, with a proper 
Diſtinction of French, and Negroes eſpe- 
cially? Forty Shillings per Annum per 
Head ſhould be paid for. every Engliſhman 
Servant, and Twenty Shillings per Head 
for every Woman Servant, allowing only an 


2 of one of each in a F amily. 
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(667%) 
Ten Pouads per Annum per Head for every 
Frentb Man -or - Woman Servant, and 


To Pounds per Hmum per Head for 
every (egro and N ulatto Servant, Male or 
Female. This Tax would bring a vaſt 
annual Income into the Exchequer, beſides 
preventing the Nation from bein r-run 
with French Barbers,” Taylors, Spies, Cc. 
and che Increaſe of a tawny Race that fore- 
bodes one of che greateſt Evils to the Na- 
tion. It is univerſally thought there are 
too many People in Office in every De- 
partment through the Kingdom; that there 
7s nothing mete wanted, or that would 
ebs erbte more to the Revenue than a Re- 
gulation i in this important Reſpect, Which 
it is avowed may be effected in. — Courſe 
of twenty or thirty Years, without Incon- 
veniency to any Man living. 

The laſt duty of three Shillings per "IA 
rel that was laid on Porter, has not only 
been doubled by the Brewers and Publi- 
cans, but, Vulture like, they have preyed 
on the Poor, and impoſed on them Porter 
which, in general, has not been ſo good by 
Six Sbillings per Barrel as that which was 
brewed before the Duty was laid: This is 


a Concern that requires the Attention of 


Parliament, and perhaps an Abatement of 
the Duty on Beer —and laying an adequate 
one on Malt, would be an Eaſe to the 


Poor, and a Tax more caſily borne. 44 — 


(23) 


if the Legiſlature thought proper, they 


Prices with the Brewer and Publiean to 
prevent future Impoſitions. 
gSuppoſe a Retroſpective View of Things 
in general ſhould be taken and a Group 


of German Contractors, Commiſſaries, &c.- 


ſhould appear, who it is ſaid have amaſſed 
immenſe Fortunes where the Salaties and 
Perquiſites have not been very conſiderable ; 
would not ſuch an Inquiſition which has 


been often mentioned in the publick Pa- 


pers, much talked. of, and long wiſhed 
for, be ſome ſort of Satisfaction to the 
Nation in general, and in particular to 
many ſober well minded people; eſpeeial- 
ly as it is thought a much greater Sum of 
money would revert to the Treaſury by 
this means, than will ever be remitted to 
the Exchequer for all the duties propoſed 


by the Author of the Adminiſtration of 


the Colonies. But this is a Matter of too 


much Concern to be fully eonſidered here, 
but it is thought ſome Matters ate collec- 
ting, which may, perhaps, appear before 
they are wiſhed for, that may merit At- 
tention. In the above Exhibition many 


Obſervations have been made, and ſeveral 
Contradictions ſhewn in our Author's ſixty- 
eight Pages. His Paper Money Plan has 
been hinted as impracticable, which will 
further appear from his own Work, p. 68. 


the 
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the Adminiſtrator fays, ee the Colonies even 


if permitted under the uſual Reſtraints to 


trade with the French and Spaniſh Colo- 
* nies, are incapable of creating Silver 
Currency ſufficient for the internal Cir- 
e culation and external Trade and Com- 


* 


„ FroPiingD ven | 
P. 70. If, inftead of prohibiting the 
« Colonies from making Paper Money, the 
* Government would form a preciſe and 
% adequate Knowledge of the Nature of 


Money, whether Paper or Silver, and 


<< fix ſome general Rules for the Colonies 
in this Point, there could not be a more be- 


<< 'neficial Meaſure taken for the Welfare ' of 


Country. nm : 1 21 24 4 
The Author of this Pamphlet, in p. 72 
to 109, has given us ſeveral ſenſible Con- 


« the Colonies, or the Intereſt of the Mother 


fiderations on Paper Currency as follows: 
That in Colonies, the Eſſence of whoſe 


5 Nature requires a progreſſive Increaſe of 
« Settlements and Trade, and yet who, 


«« from the Balance of Trade with the 
% Mother Country being againſt them, muſt 
* ſaffera conſtantly decreaſing Quantity of 


Silver Money; à certain Quantity of Pa- 


* per Money is neceſſary.” It is © neceſſary to 


*© keep" up the incregſing Operations of this 


1% Trade, and theſe ſettlements ; it is alſo 


* neceflary, in ſuch Cireumſtances, to the 


& tion 


* equal Diſtribution and general Applica- 


' (#33) 


* tion of theſe Benefits to the whole Co- 
„ lonies, which Benefits would otherwiſe 


become a Monopoly to the monied Mer- 
* chants : I is prudent, and of good Policy 


*in the Mother Country, to permit it, as it 
* 7s the ſureſt Means of drawing the Ballance 


A 


* 


<« Pra. 5 | 

P. 131. The ſame Author, ſpeaking of 
Paper Money, ſays thus: let their Mo- 
©. ney Currency be limited within too nar- 
row Bounds by a total Prohibition of Pa- 
« per Money.” If ſuch a notorious Con- 
tradiction will not ſatisfy the Reader of the 
_ Abſurdity of this Pamphlet, his Attention 


is further requiſite to the Advice of this 


myſterious Author upon Trade. P. 119. 
There does not appear, ſays he, any Rea- 


* ſon why all the Produce of the Britiſh 
© Colonies, which are not the Baſis of,. or 
do not interfere with the Britiſh Manu- 
* factures, might not be carried directly 
* to a Britiſh Market at a Foreign Port: 
and why the carrying of Rice to foreign 
Ports might not be extended to all Ports 
* where a Britiſh Factory is eſtabliſhed—nor 
© under this Mode of Commerce can any 
© ſufficient Reaſon upon Earth ſubſiſt, why 
the Colony Traders ſhould not be per- 
© mitted to TE at theſe. Ports, the Fruits 
© of Wine, Oil, Pickles, the Produce of 
that Country, and alſo ſuch raw unmanu- 


K f factured 
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of the Colony Trade and Culture to its own 
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(74) 
factured Produce' as would not interfere 
«© with the Manufactures of Great Britain, 
© inſtead of being obliged to come to Bri- 
© Zain to buy here, after the Expence of an 
* Ane Voyage, thoſe very Commo- 
© dities which they might have bought at 
"© Britiſh Market, at the Port which they 
left. Why not any of theſe, as well as 
Salt, as well as Wines from the Madeiras 
and Weſtern Iſlands? In the fame Man- 
4 by the ſame Law, our Colony Tra- 
ders, permitted to carry Sugar, Ginger, 
0 Tobacco, Rice, &c. to ſuch Ports in the 
river Wefer and Elbe, in the Sound, and 
in Ruſſia, whereat a Britiſh Factory is, or 
* enn be eſtabliſhed ; why may not (the two 
* Points of a Britiſb Market, and the Re- 
, 9 of the Duties being ſecured) why 
e t, I fay, theſe Traders be permited 
ad at theſe Ports directly for the Co- 
+ e Hemp, Varn, and ſuch coarſe Lin- 
ens, as do his way interfere with the Bri- 
* tiſh ManufaQories ? 
1 30, A. And let their foreign Trade 
1 and Navigation be in ſome meaſure 
* uppreſſed. This is not an abſolute 
| Contradiction like the Author's Money 
Plan —yet extending the foreign Trade of 
the Colonies, Which he before adviſes, is 
a new. way of ſu ppreffing it. Bat, in this, 
and ſome other refs, the Adminiſtrator 


has s Puzzled himſelFto perplex his Readers, 
” or 


(7%) 


or he could not have formed à plan to 
ſtrip the Britiſb Merchants, thoſe:. generous: 
benefactors, to the Coloniſts, the Ship 
Carpenter, and other, Artificers, with the 

poor Labourer, of their indiſputable Rights. - 
to the Benefits of their Trade with the 
Colonies. The Thought of which Plan, 
however ſpacious the Proſpect of Gain 
might be, would be deteſted by eyery North 
American. But we are called from the 
Contradictions of the Adminiſtration of the 
Colonies, to an Examination of a Perform 
ance juſt publiſhed, intituled, The Regula- 
tions lately made concerning the Colomes ; and 
thought to be wrote by the ſame Author, 
perhaps in Extenuation of the Trade of the 
Colonies to a Britifh Market in foreign Na- 
tions might be happily adjuſted and abſo- 
lutely reconciled without confining the 
whole Trade of the Colonies to the yi Nie 
Country; why might not we effect this 
as well as our Polite French Neighbours, 
who, by opening the Ports, and making, 
their ceded Iſlands free for all Nations, are 
drawing the Inhabitants from Canada and 
other Engliſu Settlements, whilſt we, by, 
ſhutting our Ports, and laying Duties upon, 
their Trade and Produce, are driving. the 

few Inhabitants that we have away. _. 

Tis not the very polite Introduction to 
the Regulations lately made concerning the 
Colonies which we are now examining, 
K 3 that 
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. 7 
that concerns us; but tis the commercial 
Intereſt, the Trade of Great Britain, from 
whence' its greateſt Wealth is derived, that 
demands the Attention of « Every good Man 
in the Nation 
The important Queſtion is, which is the 
moſt likely to promote the Population, 
Culture 'or Commerce; and cement the 
Connection between the Colonies: and the 
Mother Country, à Perſeverance in levying 
the Duties lately impoſed, and thoſe new 
ones ſtrenuouſſy recommended to be im- 
zofed on them; or an inviolable Continuance 
of the Rights and Privileges granted the 
Coloniſts at the happy Revolution as a Re- 
ward for their heroick Services? The So- 
lution of this Queſtion is of infinite more 
Importance to the Brizjb Empire, than 
enlarging upon the value of the new Ac- 
quifitions. The Accounts from the few 
Inhabitants of different Nations who have 
begun the Population of them, of their 
Climate, Situation, Soil, and the Probabi- 
lity of what they may be made to produce, 
would, 1 ſhould think, be a greater Encou- 
ragement to new Setlers, than the Flou- 
riſhes of a Thouſand Regulators who never 
ſaw the Country they pretend to deſcribe. 
Every good Man muſt wiſh the Fertility 
and Advancement of our infant Settle- 
ments; that we may be ſo hapyy as to peo- 


ple them with induſtrious Inhabitants which 
are 


6 


are the beſt and trueſt Riches of a Coun- 
The greateſt Encouragement” that can 
5 given to ſuch People to Colonize, will 


be the Maintainance of the Rights and 


Privileges of the old Colonies inviola- 
ble; for if they are not held ſacred, even 
the poor Cottager will not be prevailed 


upon to change a tolerable Abode at home 
for a precarious uncertain Abode abroad; 
which as ſoon as he has wore away his life in 
making it valuable, his Decendants may be 
forced by taxes to quit, and ſeek out a new 
Abode. It is not improbable but this 
may be the Regulator's View in his Plan 
of the Stamp Duties—his Suggeſtion of the 
reateſt Supply of Inhabitants to the new, 
om the old Colonies, looks too much 
like it. Though he has not informed us 
which of the Colonies it is, that can afford 


to furnith'them. Surely he cannot mean 


the Mafſachuſets ; becauſe Boſton, the Ca- 
pital of that Province, had, by an Account 
taken in the Year 1755, above 20,000 In- 
habitants, and by an account taken laſt 
Year, there was not 17, ooo Whites and 
Blacks, and excepting Philadelpbia, the 
Inhabitants of North America are greatly 
decreaſed by the late War, though none, per- 

haps, ſo much as the Maſſachuſets: So that 
let his Plan be right or wrong, it can never 
be right to impoſe Stamp and other Duties on 


the old Colonies to depopulate them, in _ 
er 


. nts, AS 


(7) 

der to populate the New. Therefore, it 
is humbly hoped this Scheme of his will 
not be adopted and that all Thoughts of 
Taxation of the Old Colonies will be dropt 
for the Maintenance of a Standing Army to 
defend Canada, which has a Staple, that is 
able, and ought in Juſtice and ſound Policy. 
to be made to bear a Duty ſufficient to pay, 
the whole Expence of that populous Go- 
vernment, civil and military, . |. _ 

Tho' the Coloniſts under diſtreſſed Cir- 
cumſtances complain for being taxed by the 
Mother Country, it Mould, by too ſevere to 


ſuppoſe any of them doth not believe all 
Acts of Parliament are intended for the 
good of the whole, or that they are inſen- 
Able. of the kind Intention of the Legiſlature 
to promote the Whale Fiſhery, by taking 
off the Duty on Whale Fins, yet when it 
is conſidered even from the Regulator's own 
Account, that the Price of Whale Fins is 
reduced from ſeven hundred and fifty to 
two hundred and fifty Pounds per Ton, and 
that it is not an Article of uſe with the 
Poor, perhaps it may be thought as well 
able to bear a Duty of one hundred Pounds 
per Ton (without Prejudice to the Whale 
Fiſhery) as any one Commodity imported 

bears the Duty it now pays. | 
The North American Coloniſts are fen- 
ſibly affected at the enormous Debt of the 
Nation —and, with inexpreſſible Grief, la- 
ment their Inability of contributing more 
| 6 to 
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to the Neceſſities of their Mother Country, 
than they have done, and now do. 

The Debt they have contracted in the late 
War, ſo far exceeds their Ability to diſ- 
charge, that without conſiderable Reim- 
burſements, and a Repeal of the Sugar 
Act, except on foreign Sugar and Spirits, 
it will not be in their Power to diſcharge 
their public Debts, and pay the Debts 
they owe the Britiſb Merchants. 

The Regulator is miſtaken in imagining 
the Coloniſts are opulent, even by his own 
Account ;—and notwithſtanding the Inha- 
bitants of the Mother Country are grie- 
vouſly taxed, yet conſidering their Riches, 
and the Poverty of the Coloniſts, the Taxes 
of the latter are ſo much greater than the 
Taxes of the former that a poor Ship-maſter 
whoſe Pay is but ſix pounds per Month, 
and whoſe other Advantages, without al- 
towing for Accidents, don't make as much 
more cannot rent a Houſe in Boſton equal 
to his Station under Twenty Pounds per 
Annum, and pays moreover Fifteen Pounds 
public Tax, beſides a Duty, and Exciſe on 
all Spirituous Liquors, Tea, Coffee, Cocoa, 
Lemons, &c. &c. This is fact; and yet 
the merciful Regulator, befides the Duties 
that were laid by Parliament, laſt Year, on 
the above Articles, and that of 3d per Gal- 
lon on Molaſſes, one of the moſt profitable 
Branches of the Colony Trade, which _ | 
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but 64. has racked his Soul to torture them 


with Stamp Duties, though they are dia- 


metrically oppoſite to his on Doctrine: 
bat the: Mother Country ought upon all occa- 


, as far as the Exigency ef the State 


7 "vill — to eaſe the Colonies of Taxes 01 
 Fherr Conſumption, and give Encouragement to 


their Produce, p. 69. This Hypotheſis con- 


ſounds all his Arguments in Favour of Co- 


lony Duties: and, fanguine as he is in his 


Hopes, that it will be in the Power of 


Government to reſtore Things to their old 


Situation, if he don't find it eaſier to plunge 
the Coloniſts into confuſion, than to re- 
inſtate them. Any one may believe his 


plauſible Story; eſpecially when he per- 


ſuades the Coloniſts into the uſe of ſuch 
large Quantities | of India commodities as 


were uſed before the Duty. 


The Regulator; p. 78, to prove that Mis 
Bugland Rum on the coaſt of Guinea was 
prefered, ſays, Britiſn Spirit ſold for a 
Half- penny per Gallon more —and then 


avers, much more Money is gained at 25. 


and 1d. Half- penny, than by 27. and Two- 


pew per Gallon—he ſays, that Three- 
a 


If-pence per — — was the Expence of 


ſmugg Seh Mola fles—and though it is pro- 


bable he had been informed, that paying a 


Duty of leſs than three Farthings per Gal- 
Ion boi: faved many thouſand Hogſheads 
from — yet theſe Aſſertions are too 


much 


t 81 ) 
much to reconcile with his impracticable 
Duty on Molaſſes, p. 123. Therefore, 
how peremptory and earneſt he may be in 
Favour of his Three- penny Duty on Mo- 


laſſes, he will find it ſo impracticable that 


the Expence to ſecure the Payment of it 
will greatly exceed the Duties after they are 
collected. One of the pernicious Conſe- 
quences of the Molaſſes Duty in the Year 
1733, was the depreciating Paper Currency 
in the New England Colonies, to the great 
Prejudice of the Britih Merchants, the 
Exchange riſing from 300 to 450 per Cent. 
in one Year after the Act commenced. And 


however light the Three-penny Duty may 
be thought, the Fiſhermen and Maft-men 


in particular, and the Trade of the whole 
Continent in general, will be greatly af+ 
fected by it—and the Trade of the Mother 
Country will be greatly hurt without reap- 
ing any Benefit. —But the Duty is a politi- 
cal Regulation, he ſays, that is to ſecure 
the Navigation of all American Exports and 


Imports to Britiſh Ships and Britiſb Sub- 


jets only. Trading with the Mother 
Country which Policy, tis poſſible, 
againſt 150 Years Experience, may not be 
found to turn out as he flatters himſelf it 
will. mY e 
The Holland Trade to America has ever 
been condemned, except by the Smuglers., 


"4 


as injurious to their own, as it is likewiſe 
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to that of the Mother Country—and the 
Permiſſion of entering and clearing Ships 
from Holland at the Orkneys, has been lon 8 
ſpoke of as a pernicious Indulgence. _ 

The compulſive Clauſe in the laſt Sugar 
Act, touching the North American Lum- 
ber, is incomprehenſible —becauſe if the 
Coloniſt could ſupply every Region with 
Boards, Staves, and other Sorts of Lum- 
ber, it would be of infinite Advantage to 
the Mother Countrr. 

That the Surpriſe of the Regulator may 
vas, he is informed the Reaſon of the 
ſmall Exportation of foreign Linens to the 
Colonies -is, the great Uſe of Iriſh and 
Scotch Linens introduced there, which are 
| better eſteemed. _ 

"Every good Man agrees with the Regu- 
lator in m_ Neceſlity of deſtroying all 1155 
eit Trade - but no one can imagine any ſuch 
Sum as ſeven hundred thouſand pounds va- 
Iue in Teas was annually run into the Co- 
lonies—and though Smugglers deſerve ſe- 
vere Treatment, yet, conſidering { ſome have 
been too ſeverely puniſhed by Judges of 
the Admiralty-courts.— -His Opinion is 
right in Oppoſition to that of a Great 
Practitioner, who is s for proſecuting in that 
court, by an Advocate appointed from 
Great Britain with a. Salary, &c. And was 
it not for the e eſtabliſhed already 


by ſome of the Laws. of, Trade, I ſhould. 
doubt 
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doubt the conſiſtency of the Meaſure, with 
the general Principle of Liberty, as eſtab- 
liſhed in Trials by. a Jury in the common 
ee, 5 
But this fallacious Regulator, obſtinately 
bent on his Stamp Act, though obliged to 
acknowledge the complaints againſt the Im- 
poſitions of the Molaſſes Act paſſed in the 
Year 1733, and the Objections to the Po- 
licy of the Law, will yet have it, that the 
Right of making ſuch Law has never been 
queſtioned... It has been hinted in the Pre- 
face, how the Sugar Act was obtained, af- 
ter having been twice rejected by the Houſe 
of Lords, agreeable to the Opinion of the 
Attorney and Solicitor General; the Right 
alſo of making that Act has been hinted 
at, and it is thought no Man can believe 
the Regulator, who compares the above 
Facts with his Aſſertions. 

The Four and Half per Cent. Duty im- 
poſed on the Produce of the Sugar Iſlands 
(the Iſland of Jamaica excepted, which re- 
fuſed and never paid it) was, and always 
has been, for the Support of the civil Go- 
vernment. The North American Govern- 
ments ever have, and now do ſupport their 
Government, by taxing the Inhabitants.— 
Therefore this fallacious Precedent is no- 
thing to the Point, nor doth it give the 
leaſt colour of Juſtification for impoſing a 
Stamp Duty, any more than the „ 
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- of. che Calonies to the Poſt- Office Act does to. 
that, which was at firſt, and has ever ſince been 
eſteemed. a greater and cheaper Conveniency 
than they could have eſtabliſhed by any Law of 
their own making; ſo that had the Colonies 
complained they would have been juſtly re- 
proached with Tenaciouſneſs; as they did not, it 
is very unfair to make a Handle of their Obedi- 
ence to their Frezudice bye erpoſing them to ſuch 
i 

But that the ler, (p. 708, ſhould 
Aſſert, That the Colonies are repreſented in 
60 Farliameht, and not chuſe one Member of 

*-that Aſſembly, is paradoxical enough.” _ 
is true, that nine tenths of the People of 
Britain are not Electors, but that the Right of 
Election is confined to particular Franchiſes and 
certain Species of Property, &c. Of courſe 
then they who have no Votes are only repreſented 
as, Part of the Grand Community, becauſe the 
Wiſdom of Legiſlature has thought proper to 
ſettle the Right of Voting as it now ſtands; but 
why are the North Americans to be put upon 
a level with thoſe who have no Votes? Why 
have they not an equal Right to Repreſentation 
with them who do really "ſend members? the 
Merchants of London do not chuſe Members 
of Parliament as Merchants, nevertheleſs are 
they particularly repreſented as making a great 
Part of that City and Corporation which 1ends 
four Members to Parliament — the Regulator 
ſeems to argue thus ; © becaufe the Eaſt India 
Company ſends no Members, the Coloniſts 
Adught not: Now it is fact that many of the 
Directors are actually in Parliament; but where 


ate che Members of Provincial Aſſembly ary 
are ? 
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are? Shall a Committee of Men, perhaps at 
moſt not exceeding twenty- four, contain among 
it five or ſix. Parliament Men, and not a ſingle 
one be permitted for all America. But he 
ſeems to reſt the Strength of his Argument 
upon this bare Aſſertion of his on, which he 
would have looked upon as an Axiom, viz. 
„That becauſe the whole Kingdom is virtually 
<<. repreſented; in Parliament, no Part of it is 
« actually. This, however, every one, at firſt 
Sight muſt acknowledge to be falſe; nay, the 
Regulator himſelf does, when he ſays, the 
Right of Electing is confined to certain Fran- 
<« chiſes, &c.“ and are not they then, who have 


this particular Right, particularly repreſented ? 


By - what Right elſe does any Member ſit in the 
Houſe; but as the Perſon to whom his Conſti- 
tuents have entruſted and deligated all their own 
Power and Intereſt; If Boroughs, &c. elect 
their own particular Members for particular as 
well as general; Ends, why may not the Ame- 
ricans? Shall Old Sarum that has not an In- 
habitant reſiding in the place ſend two Mem- 
bers to Parliament, and all the American Co- 
lonies North and South, which contains more 
than two Millions of Inhabitants, . be debarred 
from à ſingle Repreſentation? Shall the Co- 
lonies who are incorporated be denied a Repre- 
ſentation, which has been offered to Leeds, &c. 
and refuſed? What have the Americans done 
to forfeit their Birth- right? Why are they ex- 
empted from taxing themſelves by their own 
Conſent in Perſon or by Deputation ? Surely it 
cannot be, becauſe it is above ſaid, (p. 109.) 
None are actually,” all are virtually repre- 
ſented in Parliament; and again, (p. 111.) “ FY 
e : cc 
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of them are actually” repreſented.” in the 
Houſe of Commons. Im (p. 67.) the Author 
doubts, How far even the Supreme Govern- 
ment of "the Mother Counefy can, confiſ- 
90 Wirk general liberty, proceed in laying 
* Fares on it's Colonies, where the Conſent of 


the People cannot in any conſtitutional Way 
be taken “ Fheſe palpable Abſurdities ought 


and muſt cerwinet the Public, zealous as the 


Author. preteneis to be for their - good, that he 
is ot ſo; bat that for ſome ſiniſter End he is 
{ ſtrenuous for and other Colony Duties, 
which he knows te be incompatible with their 
Conſtiturions; hacer it i moſt fumbly hoped, 

mat, though the circumſtances: of the Nation 
eſs preſſing, ehe Thoughts of Colony Duties 
vp; at leaſt "ON they have a Ropes 


Here, ſays Nr, Otis, av his Proofs of the 
Rights. of the- Colonies, (pl 56,) © can there 


«© beary Liberty where Property is taken away 
e without Conſent; can it with any Colour of 


Fruth, Juſtice or Equity be affirmed, that the 


<© Northet' Cdlonies are repreſented in Patlia- 
% ment. Has this whole” Continent of near 
three thouſand Miles im length, (in which 
0 22 His other American Domimons His Ma- 
has or very ſoon Wilł have, ſome Mittions 

PE 25 good, loyal, and ' uſeful ſubjects, white 
« an Black, as in che three Kingdoms) the 


- Election df” one Member of the Houſe of 


«© Commons. = 
- Fhave now tranſcribed; Conſidered, and com- 
2 the moſt material Arguments for and 
nft Colony Duties (recommended and en- 


feed with ſuck fuperlative ſophiſtry) On 
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Mr. Otis's Proof of the colonies Rights, and 
again with Mr. Dummer's learned and judicious 
Defence of the .New. England Charters; and, 
upon the whole find, the Adminiſtrator. and 
Regulator's Plan of colony Duties, if carried 
into Execution, Will be attended with ſo many 
Difficulties and ill conſequences to the Trade 
of the Mother country and her colonies, that 
if the ſum propoſed could be collected without 
any 5 it would be beſt to give them over, 
becauſe it will bear no proportion to the Injuries 
it will create to the Trade of the Nation in 
general. 

The real and ſubſtantial Intereſt of the Mather 
Country dogs. moſt certainly depend upon the 
G | lache, Multiplication of induſ- 
trious Subjects, Conſumption af Manufactures 
and Supply dae thoſe e which ſhe 
wants and may have from her Colonies; and by 
N means make their intereſt, the Cement 

and Perfection of their Connection. Theſe are 
the great Ends which all Men of Patriotic 
Principles have in View, the arduous Point to 
which all their Objects ought to tend. Had 
theſe, been the Views of the Author of the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Colonies, it is thought, as 
Mr. Otis's Aſſertion and Proofs of their Rights 
were publiſhed time enough, he would have done 
deu if he had replied to them, than he did by 
Printing his Regulations; becauſe, as the Caſe 
now ſtands, his general Arguments are and mult 
be eſteemed, confuted. 

The Colonies do now, as Mr. Duramet ſaid 
more than forty years ago, Aſk nothing but Juſ- 
tice; though as their Circumſtances require the 
en. ings it is moſt, humbly hoped it wi 
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be extended to them in the full and free en- 
joyment of their Charter Privileges, which 1 — 
ranted as Premiums for ſervices to be per- 
Se and therefore ought and' ever will Ye 
eſteemed and conſidered as Grants for a valua- 
ble Conſideration. Whereas the Corporations 
and Franchiſes — this Kingdom were Acts of 
Grace given u n Improvements already made, 
and will ever be efteemed ſuch. The Connec- 
tions between the Mother Country and her 
Colonies is illuſtrated, in Mr. Dummer's Defence 
ef the Charters, by the Fable of the Belly and 
Members. It would be unreaſonable, he ob- 
ſerves, for the Belly to grudge the Labour of 
digeſting the Food AP Aening the Blood and 
Jucies to the extreme Parts, ſeeing they return 
it purified and exalted in the Circulations. 
There is 2 cloſe Analogy between the natural 
and the Body Politic; as in the one a Fin- 
er can't ach, but the whole Body feels it, ſo 
in the other, the remoteſt Plantation can't decay 
but the Nation muſt ſuffer by it. 
The onh Intereſt of the People i is to thrive 
and flouriſh” in their Trade, which is alſs the 
true Intereſt of the Crown becauſe that Taupe: the 


Profit of it. 


The Intereſt of Gorernörs is not only dif- 
tinct from that of the Crown but extremely pre- 
Judicial WE 

The Trade of a- young Plantation is like a 
tender Plant, and ſhould be cheriſhed with the' 
fondeſt care; if it meets with the very rough 
Hand of Oppreſſion, 'it- will ſoon die; the pro- 
per Nurſery for this Plant is a free Government, 


where the Laws are ſacred; Property ſecure, and 


[mak not only — but expeditiouſly 
diſtributed; 


dier den becdils* the Merchant will not ex-. 


poſe 185 Eſtate to the Seas, Enemies, and other 
ents, if, after all, he cannot ſecure it at 
Home from Rapine and Violence. Therefore 


Accic 


Whatever injures the Trade of the Plantations 


muſt, in Proportion, affect Great Britain, the 


Source and centre of their commerce, from 


hence they have their Manufactures, whither 
they make their Returns, and where all their 
Superlucration is lodged. The Blow then may 


ſtrike the Colonies firſt, but it will come Home 
at laſt, and fall heavieſt upon ourſelves. (See 
Dummer. s Defence New England Charters.)“ 
"Therefore let us avoid the Danger, and pur- 
ſue the above ſalutary Maxims, for the Adop- 
tion of theſe has turned a Deſert into a popu- 
lous country, and extended the real and ſubſtan- 
tial Intereſt, the Trade and Navigation, from 
whence the greateſt Wealth and Power of the 


Britiſh Nation is derived. Theſe Maxims ſtrictly 
adhered to, the Coloniſts will continually mul- 
tiply and encreaſe, not only their Inhabitants and 
the conſumption of Britiſh Manufactures, but 


the Production of Hemp, Pot-Aſh, and various 
other. important Staples, which the Mother 
country is obliged to buy with caſh of Foreign- 
ers for her Manufactures, Navy, &c. . 


But the Adoption of different Maxims and 


Regulations of commerce, it is much feared will 


rather ſuppreſs than promote Trade, and diſunite 


inſtead of cementing and perfecting the neceſſary 
connection between the colonies and their Mo- 
ther country, and will beſides anſwer no one 
good Purpoſe under Heaven. For the immediate 
| conſequences will be Ruin to Trade, Poverty to 


the People, and Deſtruction to the Britiſh Ma- 
M nufactures, 
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nufactures, the North Americans being hereby 
forced to.make-their own cloathing or go naked; 
for the Britiſh. Merchants will not truſt them 
when their JErade is ruined; Neceſſity is the 
Mother of Invention ; and againſt it there can 
be no Law made. Therefore every Man who is 


#+ 


12 in tre grand Concerns, 


4 


ſincerely intere 


Vill adviſe the Purſuit of Mr. Dummer's Max- 


ims, as the anly unerring Principles which can 
Ford and cement mutual Loye and Dependance, 
more eſpecially if we conſider what perfidious 
and dangerous Neighbours we have both in the 
French and Spaniards, who are at all times Vul- 
ture like, hovering over to make a prey of us. 
It is therefore not to be doubted, but that every 
plan will be ,ayoided which has even the moſt 
diſtant proſpect or remote Tendency towards 
creating Diſcontent or Uneaſineſs either at home 
or in the Colonies, and every one purſued, that 
tends to Union and Harmony, and the Encou- 
agement of Trade, that eſpecially which will _ 
Tord an Increaſe to the Revenue, and Eaſe to 
the Poor. The Importation of Salt-fiſh, as has 
been hinted before from North America, being 
eſtabliſhed, will not only yield a ſpeedier, but a 
much greater Revenue, than the Molaſſes, 
Stamp, and all other American Duties, without 
any additional Expence in collecting, beſides the 
double Advantage which, will enſue in the Re- 
duction of Wages, and Conſumption of Manu- 
* e | 
The Regulations and ſeveral Taxes here pro- 
poſed, are ready to be explained, and others 
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2 1 out, which it is thought may prove moſt 
lutary, eſpecially as the Coloniſts are too youn 
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10 bear much, and not old nor ſtrong enough t 
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perfect the Staples of Pot-Aſh, &c. withourthe 
Aſſiſtance of Bounties, with theſe Adyantages, 
they will be able ſoon to bring the, Ballance of 
trade now againſt us with the Myrthern Na- 
tions in our Favour, to which the prohibition of 
building any more Ships there for Britiſh ſubje&s 
will largely contribute. In fine, every Impedi- 
ment to the Growth of American produce and 
Trade ought to be removed, and every plan 
purſued tending to perpetuate and increaſe the 
| Benefte of the Coloniſts which can no other way 
be effected than by adopting that approved old 
Maxim which is 1 of preſerv- 
ing every thing upon the ſame principles by 
which it was at firſt formed, FER Gr 
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